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‘Christians in the West have largely neglected what it 
means to be a disciple of Christ.  The vast majority of 
western Christians are church-members, pew-fillers, 
hymn-singers, sermon-tasters, Bible-readers, even 
born-again believers or Spirit-filled charismatics, but not 
true disciples of Jesus.  If we were willing to learn the 
meaning of true discipleship and actually to become 
disciples, the church in the West would be transformed, 
and the resultant impact on society would be staggering.  
This is no idle claim.   It happened in the first century.’ 

David Watson, Discipleship, London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1981, Intro. 
 

Radical Discipleship
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Introduction to Disciple-Making

What do we mean by disciple-making?



Introduction to Disciple-Making
JESUS’ GREAT COMMISSION TO HIS CHURCH 

Mark 16:15  The Aim 
(Jesus) said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation”. 
Luke 24:46-48  The Message 
(Jesus) told the, “This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You will be 
witnesses to these things.” 
Matthew 28:19, 20 The Method 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.  And surely I will be with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 
Acts 1:8  The Resource 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth. 
John 20:21  The Example 
Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 



Introduction to Disciple-Making

What do we mean by  
missional disciple-making?



Introduction to Disciple-Making

Biblical Concepts  
of  

Disciple-Making



Defining Discipleship
The Old Testament



Defining Discipleship

Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were 
under the supervision of the King.   
Along with their relatives – all of them 
trained and skilled in music for the 
Lord – they numbered 288. Young and 
old alike, teacher as well as student, 
cast lots for their duties.           

2 Chronicles 25:1-8



Defining Discipleship
Bind up this testimony of warning 
and seal up God’s instruction among 
my disciples.   Isaiah 8:6 

The Sovereign Lord has given me a 
well-instructed tongue,  to know the 
word that sustains the weary.  He 
wakens me morning by morning, 
wakens my ear to listen like one 
being instructed.     Isaiah 50:4



Defining Discipleship

All your children will be taught by 
the Lord, and great will be their 
peace.        Isaiah 54:13



Defining Discipleship

The Greco-Roman World



Defining Discipleship

The Jewish World



Defining Discipleship

The four phases/four key 
invitations in how Jesus discipled: 

 “Come and see”  
 “Come and follow me”  
 “Come and be with me”  
 “Remain in me”



Defining Discipleship
The Acts of the Apostles



Defining Discipleship

The Epistles



Defining Discipleship

The Benefits of  
Defining Discipleship


