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GOD’S  STORY:  UNDERSTANDING 
THE MISS ION OF GOD 

1.19,20 HOW TO PREPARE AND DELIVER A BIBLE MESSAGE  

ANDREW PAGE  

INTRODUCTION 

Why it makes sense to teach a method 

Why this is unashamedly about teaching a Bible passage 

Why Bible teachers must be open to the Spirit (Luke 24:49; 1 Pet 1:12; 1 Thess 1:5; 1 Cor 
2:3-5) 

 

STEP ONE: STUDY THE PASSAGE IN CONTEXT 

We must let God speak to us 

Four questions help me to study a passage 

and we'll take Hebrews 3:1-6 as our example 

1. What was the original meaning? 

i) Why did the writer write this letter / book? 

ii) Why did he write these verses? 

iii) What do the individual words mean? 

 e.g. therefore, holy, brothers, apostle, high priest... 

2. What is the universal meaning? 

i) What principles help us to understand this text for us today? 

 What lessons are there in the text which are true in every century 

        and in every culture? 

 In Hebrews 3: 1-6:  What stops us growing as Christians? 

                                    What will help us grow as Christians? 

3. What is the application for us today? 

i) the difference between meaning and application 

ii) be practical about the principles e.g. v1 

iii)     what happens if we neglect application 
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4. What is the main thought in the passage? 

i) the difference between the main thought and my favourite thought 

ii) What is the main thought in Heb 3:1-6? 

 Is it a. Jesus is the greatest! 

  b. The task of a High Priest 

c. Christians will not drift if they know that Jesus is the greatest. 
 

This is the most important step in the preparing of a Bible talk. 

If we get this wrong we will get everything wrong. 

 

STEP TWO: FIND A STRUCTURE-WITH-HEADINGS 

1. What is a structure-with-headings? 

 a dividing-up of the passage 

 with headings which have two characteristics 

 

2. What are the advantages of a structure-with-headings? 

i) it helps the listeners 

 they know where they are in the talk (like a newspaper) 

 it helps them concentrate 

 it helps them to apply principles 

 it helps them to remember 

ii) it helps the speaker 

 in their preparation 

 and while they are speaking 

3. What can be the disadvantage of a structure-with-headings? 

 It is possible that it misuses the text 

 But there is a simple solution: 

  the main thought must shape the headings. 
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4. How can I find a structure-with-headings? 

 Usually it is possible to divide up the passage chronologically into 2, 3 or 4 
paragraphs or blocks of thought. 

 Key words can help us find the blocks of thought (e.g. therefore, But) 

      The structure-with-headings can be 

i) 3 principles  

or ii) 3 descriptions of what is in the text 

or iii) 3 questions 

or iv) 3 answers to a question 

 

5. How did I find a structure-with-headings for Hebrews 3:1-6? 

The main thought  

but my problem in preparation was verses 2-5 

My structure-with-headings for Hebrews 3:1-6 is 3 answers to a question 

 the question 

 the answers 

 

STEP THREE: ADD THE FLESH AND THE BLOOD 

The talk needs an introduction, a main body, and a conclusion. 

It is usually better to write the introduction and the conclusion last. 

Again, we take Hebrews 3:1-6 as our example. 

 

A. Main Body 

 I must ask myself 3 questions: i)   What must I explain? 

  ii)  What examples could I use? 

  iii) What application will I bring? 

Please note: 

 1)  Sometimes the application must wait till the end 

 2)  You cannot use all your ideas! 
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B. Introduction 

i) During the introduction, the listeners make a decision. 

ii) Remember the two contexts: 1. in the Bible 

  2. in the life of the listeners 

Our job in the introduction is to build a bridge between the two 

iii) In Hebrews 3:1-6   1. the first readers were tempted to drift away 

  2. we face similar temptations (for example...) 

  and there are three solutions… 

 (but this introduction is not finished yet! – see verse 1) 

 iv) If the introduction is too long, some of the listeners will switch off. 

v) If the introduction is too short, some of the listeners never switch on. 

 

C. Conclusion 

i) the talk ought to reach a high-point or climax 

ii) the conclusion should be short 

iii) some Bible teachers are like the pilot of an aeroplane ... 

iv) it helps to choose your words carefully 

 to use a good example 

 

A. Trusting in the Holy Spirit 

Why Bible teachers must be open to the Spirit. 

 (Lk 24:49; 1 Pet 1:12; 1 Thess 1:5; 1 Cor 2:3-5 ...) 

 

C.H.SPURGEON: 15 STEPS UP INTO THE PULPIT… 

 

B. Ask God to use you as you teach the Bible  

 2 Timothy 2:15 and 4:1-2 


