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5. 7 Gospel & Politics – how the gospel offers hope to a 
broken world 
Gareth Davies 

1. God’s judgment of a nation – lessons from Amos 
 
 

2. Biblical overview of political and social engagement 
 
Creation Mandate – Consequences of The Fall – The request for a King – Failure of political 
leadership – the role of the prophets 

The coming of Jesus – kingdoms in conflict – taxing questions – the powers of Pilate 

The Roman question – the role of the state – Christian citizens – prophetic witness 

 

3. Lessons from church history 
 

William Wilberforce  

The Clapham Sect  

The campaign to abolish the slave trade 

Walter Raushenbausch  

‘A theology of the social gospel’ (1917) This was a critique of the personal focus of the gospel 
message for individual salvation, something he claimed that Jesus never spoke about. Instead 
he refocused on the kingdom of God as a prophetic challenge to the sin incorporated in the 
power structures of society. He rejected substitutionary atonement as a Trinitarian 
transaction that was removed from people. 

Rauschenbusch: ‘Religious bigotry, the combination of graft and political power, the 
corruption of justice, the mob spirit (being "the social group gone mad") and mob action, 
militarism, and class contempt-- "every student of history will recognize that these sum up 
constitutional forces in the Kingdom of Evil. Jesus bore these sins in no legal or artificial 
sense, but in their impact on his own body and soul. He had not contributed to them, as we 
have, and yet they were laid on him. They were not only the sins of Caiaphas, Pilate, or 
Judas, but the social sin of all mankind, to which all who ever lived have contributed, and 
under which all who ever lived have suffered’ 
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John Stott  

The Lausanne Covenant  

We affirm that God is both the Creator and the Judge of all people. We therefore should share 
his concern for justice and reconciliation throughout human society and for the liberation of 
men and women from every kind of oppression. Because men and women are made in the 
image of God, every person, regardless of race, religion, colour, culture, class, sex or age, 
has an intrinsic dignity because of which he or she should be respected and served, not 
exploited. Here too we express penitence both for our neglect and for having sometimes 
regarded evangelism and social concern as mutually exclusive. Although reconciliation with 
other people is not reconciliation with God, nor is social action evangelism, nor is political 
liberation salvation, nevertheless we affirm that evangelism and socio-political 
involvement are both part of our Christian duty. For both are necessary expressions of 
our doctrines of God and man, our love for our neighbour and our obedience to Jesus Christ. 
The message of salvation implies also a message of judgment upon every form of alienation, 
oppression and discrimination, and we should not be afraid to denounce evil and injustice 
wherever they exist. When people receive Christ they are born again into his kingdom and 
must seek not only to exhibit but also to spread its righteousness in the midst of an 
unrighteous world. The salvation we claim should be transforming us in the totality of our 
personal and social responsibilities. Faith without works is dead. 

 

4. Strategic priorities for social & political engagement 
 

Promoting good, alleviating personal suffering, challenging power structures 

Why should I get my congregation involved? 

• Caring for God’s creation 
• Being a witness to Christ 
• Encouraging the Spirit’s gifts to the wider church 

 
Co-belligerence: working with others as cultivators, protectors, witnesses 

Examples: (1) Challenging sexual exploitation (2) Opposing Assisted Suicide 

Discussion: Which of these ideas would you prioritise for individual or church involvement?  

1. Raising money helping victims of domestic abuse cared for by local women’s refuge 
2. Running sex and relationships sessions for a local school 
3. Running a community Sunday service with local politicians to encourage engagement 
4. Setting up a church-based Foodbank 
5. Campaigning to protect the rights of all faiths to have the freedom to proselytise  

 


