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Despite our constant talk about 
the lordship of Christ, we have 
narrowed its scope to a very 
small area of reality. We have 
misunderstood the concept of the 
lordship of Christ . . .

. . . over the whole |of man and 
the whole of the universe and 
have not taken to us the riches 
that the Bible gives us for 
ourselves, for our lives and for 
our culture. 

Francis Schaeffer

Creation



In the beginning, God 
created . . .  

Genesis 1:1, NIV

© John Fowler, used under a Creative Commons licence

God saw all that he had 
made, and it was very 
good. 

Genesis 1:31, NIV
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The heavens declare the glory of God; the 
skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Psalm 19:1, NIV God created mankind 
in his own image . . . 

Genesis 1:27, NIV   



discuss
Read Genesis 1:26 – 2:25 
What does it mean to be made in God’s image? 

What does this imply for our view of culture? 

Are any aspects of culture are hinted at in this 
passage? What other aspects of culture are there in 
Genesis 4:17–22?

Culture is the 
outworking of 

the image of 
God in humanity

Culture ‘should be regarded as the set of distinctive 
spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features of 
society or a social group, and that it encompasses, in 
addition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living 
together, value systems, traditions and beliefs.’ 

UNESCO

Culture: The ways in which people within communities 
view, and respond to, themselves and their world.



Humans, of all creatures, are only complete and 
themselves when interacting with their environment. 
. . . People are known by what they do. . . . God made 
people to do the things that people do. . . . God let people 
loose to think up culture in all its forms. 

David Thistlethwaite, 
The Art of God and the Religions of Art

[The] creation story explains our 
universal unfulfilled longings, for 
humans, uniquely in all creation, 
are bearers of God’s own creative 
essence, with spiritual, 
intellectual, creative, relational, 
and moral capacities. . . .

. . . When we fail to develop and 
express those capacities, we are 
less than fully human. 

Dick Staub 
The Culturally Savvy Christian

to be fully 
human is to 
be spiritual



to be fully 
human is  

to be 
rational
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to be fully 
human is to 

to be fully 
human  
is to be 

relational
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to be fully 
human is to 

be moral
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De-creation

discuss

Read Genesis 3:1–24 
What are the consequences of the Fall for us, and for 
culture? 
In what way is this ‘de-creation’?

Culture express humanity’s 
disconnection from God
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Fractured communities



People exploiting their world

People misusing creativity

six universal problems loneliness



lack of purpose emptiness

guilt bitterness



fear of death three deep longings

transcendence significance



community Re-creation

grace hope



The gospel is in conversation with our culture. 
Thompy Wright

holinessengageme escapeconform

Paul in Athens

discuss

Read Acts 17:16–34. 

What kinds of people was Paul trying to reach? 
What can we learn from the way Paul connected with 
his audience at the Areopagus (compare with his 
approach in Acts 17:1–3)?



observe closely analyse deeply

find connections preach Jesus



New Creation There can be no missionary 
encounter with our culture 
without a biblically grounded 
eschatology, without a recovering 
of a true apocalyptic. 

Leslie Newbigin

The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 
will bring their splendour into it. . . . The glory and honour 
of the nations will be brought into it. 

Revelation 21:24,26 (NIV)

Whether through paint or sound, metaphor or movement, 
we are given the inestimable gift of participating in the re-
creative work of the Triune God, anticipating that final and 
unimaginable re-creation of all matter, space, and time, 
and the fulfilment of all things visible and invisible. 

W. David O. Taylor 
For the Beauty of the Church: Casting a Vision for the 

Arts



• How does the world think? The 
importance of worldviews 

• Gospel and media: living in a media-
saturated 

• Gospel and technology: living in an ultra-
connected world 

• Gospel and politics: Christian 
engagement in the public square

Track 5: Gospel and Culture

• Gospel and religion: why can we have 
confidence in our faith in a plural world? 

• Gospel and sexuality: why do people 
think Christians hate LGBT people? 

• Gospel and science: why science has not 
buried God 

• Gospel and suffering: why does God let 
bad things happen?

Track 5: Gospel and Culture


