Discussion
1. How would you answer the question ‘Is God
anti-Gay?’
2. Do you know any gay people personally?
How do you show them that you love them?
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1. Jesus is very clear that Christians
are called to love our neighbours
and that means loving all people.
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On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test
Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he replied.
“How do you read it?”
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbour
as yourself.’”
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this
and you will live.”
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbour?”

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him
and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest
happened to be going down the same road, and when
he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So
too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as
he travelled, came where the man was; and when he
saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then
he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an
inn and took care of him.

The next day he took out two denarii and gave them
to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you
may have.’
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to
the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had
mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:25-37)

1. Jesus is very clear that Christians are
called to love our neighbours and that
means loving all people.
2. Are Christians intolerant?
1. Relationally tolerant (love
neighbour)
2. Legislatively tolerant (freedom of
expression)
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1. Jesus is very clear that Christians are called
to love our neighbours and that means
loving all people.
2. Are Christians intolerant?
1. Relationally tolerant (love neighbour)
2. Legislatively tolerant (freedom of expression)
3. Intellectually intolerant (respectfully disagree)

3. Bible is clear: homosexuality is not how God
intended sexuality to operate
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For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God
nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and
their foolish hearts were darkened. Therefore God gave them
over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for
the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged
the truth about God for a lie, and worshipped and served
created things rather than the Creator – who is for ever praised.
Amen. Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.
Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for
unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned
natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for
one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and
received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worth while
to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them
over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought
not to be done. They have become filled with every
kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and
boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey
their parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity,
no love, no mercy. (Romans 1: 21, 24-31)

1. Jesus is very clear that Christians are called to love
our neighbours and that means loving all people.
2. Are Christians intolerant?
1.

Relationally tolerant (love neighbour)

2.

Legislatively tolerant (freedom of expression)

3.

Intellectually intolerant (respectfully disagree)

3. Bible is clear: homosexuality is not how God
intended sexuality to operate
1. Paul is not singling out gay people
God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual
impurity. (24)
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. (26)
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1. Jesus is very clear that Christians are called to love
our neighbours and that means loving all people.
2. Christians are Relationally and Legislatively tolerant
and Intellectually intolerant
3. Bible is clear: homosexuality is not how God
intended sexuality to operate
1. Paul is not singling out gay people
2. Homosexual temptation is a consequence of God’s judgement not a
cause of it.
3. The choice to engage in gay sex is nonetheless a sinful choice.
4. Do not create a hierarchy of sins and no one can condemn others
1. We are all sinners
2. We are all sexual sinners
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1. Jesus is very clear that Christians are called to love
our neighbours and that means loving all people.
2. Christians are Relationally and Legislatively tolerant
and Intellectually intolerant
3. Bible is clear: homosexuality is not how God
intended sexuality to operate
1. Paul is not singling out gay people
2. Homosexual temptation is a consequence of God’s judgement not a
cause of it.
3. The choice to engage in gay sex is nonetheless a sinful choice.
4. Do not create a hierarchy of sins and no one can condemn others
5. The gospel works for heterosexual and homosexual sin
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For church family:

1. We need to step up and be a family to those with
same sex attraction in our church.
2. We need to be much more careful to avoid treating
single people (of any sexual orientation) as being in
the waiting room for marriage.
3. Celebrate new creation – the eternal marriage
4. Restore deep, authentic same sex friendships
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For people who have same sex attraction and seek to
follow Jesus:
1. You are a much loved child of God. This is our primary
identity
2. Others in ABC struggle with similar issues e.g. singles
3. Sex is a good gift of God in creation, but we don’t need sex
to flourish as human beings
4. Our sexual desires are more malleable than we are being
lead to believe or what we may feel like right now
“I wish you knew that you aren’t helping me follow Jesus either by demanding that
my attractions change or by not allowing them to change. No one can promise me
that my attractions will change. Jesus certainly didn’t. But don’t deny me that
possibility either. Both secular science and human experience attest to sexual fluidity
and the potential for change.” (Jean Lloyd)
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For people who are not following Jesus:
1. You’re very welcome here
2. I apologize for any offense cause
3. Don’t let your sexuality tarnish your
objectivity
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Discussion:
1. What did you find encouraging and
challenging in the talk?
2. How will the talk change your attitude or
actions towards gay people?
3. How can gay people be shown love more
effectively in your church family?
4. What questions would you like to ask Paul?
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