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The importance of stories
Stories – individual stories, family 
stories, national stories – are what 
stitch together the disparate 
elements of human existence into 
a coherent whole. We are story 
animals. 

Yann Martel 
Beatrice and Virgil

A people are as healthy and 
confident as the stories they tell 
themselves. Sick storytellers can 
make nations sick. Without stories 
we would go mad. Life would lose 
it’s moorings or orientation. 
Stories can conquer fear, you 
know. They can make the heart 
larger. 

Ben Okri
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• Experiencing Jesus 

• cultural discernment 

• meaningful relationships 

• vocational discipleships 

• countercultural mission

Resilient exiles living in digital Babylon

David Kinnaman (Barna), Faith for Exiles (2019)

Responding to stories

Aesthetic
What did you like? What didn’t you 

like? Why?

Emotional
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How did it make you feel? Why?

Worldview

humanity

reality knowledge

ethics redemption

Moral
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Is this story honest about life? Does it ask the right questions?

How does the morality compare 
with what we see in the Bible?

How is the moral behaviour viewed 
within the story?

• Is this story honest about life? 

• Does it ask the right questions? 

• How does the morality compare with what 
we see in the Bible? 

• How is the moral behaviour viewed within 
the story?



Spiritual [H]ere’s something else that's 
weird but true: in the day-to-day 
trenches of adult life, there is 
actually no such thing as atheism. 
There is no such thing as not 
worshipping. Everybody worships. 
The only choice we get is what to 
worship. 

And the compelling reason for 
maybe choosing some sort of god 
or spiritual-type thing to worship--
be it JC or Allah, be it YHWH or the 
Wiccan Mother Goddess, or the 
Four Noble Truths, or some 
inviolable set of ethical principles--
is that pretty much anything else 
you worship will eat you alive. 

If you worship money and things, 
if they are where you tap real 
meaning in life, then you will never 
have enough, never feel you have 
enough. It's the truth. Worship 
your body and beauty and sexual 
allure and you will always feel 
ugly. And when time and age start 
showing, you will die a million 
deaths before they finally grieve 
you. . . .

. . . But the insidious thing about 
these forms of worship is not that 
they're evil or sinful, it's that they're 
unconscious. They are default 
settings. They're the kind of worship 
you just gradually slip into, day after 
day, getting more and more 
selective about what you see and 
how you measure value without 
ever being fully aware that that's 
what you're doing. 

David Foster Wallace 

Which deep human problems are 
addressed in this story? How?

• loneliness 

• emptiness 

• lack of purpose 

• guilt 

• bitterness 

• fear of death

six universal problems

Rick Warren

What deep longings of the human 
heart are at the centre of this story? • significance 

• community 

• transcendence

Five deep longings



What truth/insight and error/
blindness can you find? What resonates with you? Why?

What questions does  
it leave you with?

How does this story expose my sin?
How does this story encourage 

the good in me?

How does this story reflect the 
gospel, or some aspect of the 

biblical storyline?
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