
Track 5: The Better Story 

The Gospel in Today’s World

5.6 – The Gospel and a Post-truth World 
Tony Watkins 

Post-truth relates to ‘circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in 
shaping public opinion than emotional appeals’. – Oxford Dictionaries 

1. HOW IDEAS SPREAD 

• Emotional connection 

• Social proof 

• Confirmation bias 

2. THE DEATH OF TRUTH? 

a. What makes people sceptical about truth? 

• we are limited; truth can be complex 

• we are rooted in specific cultural contexts 

• we are biased 

• truth claims are used to exert power 

3. CONSEQUENCES 

a. Apathy towards truth 

b. Social fragmentation 
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c. Loss of identity 

4. LIVING IN A POST-TRUTH WORLD 

a. Hold fast to truth 

• Live the truth 

• Commit to discovering truth 

• Be critically reflective 

• Engage your brain; manage your emotions 

b. Engage constructively 

a. Find a connection point with people before disagreeing  

b. Reflect on what you hold and others hold sacredUseful resources 

Christine Amanpour, ‘How to seek truth in the era of fake news.’ TED, 2017. Available at < ted.com/talks/
christiane_amanpour_how_to_seek_truth_in_the_era_of_fake_news >. 
Anon., ‘"Fake News" | Deep Fakes | Information Disorder | Disinformation | Misinformation | Mal-information. Ethical 
Journalism Network. Available at < ethicaljournalismnetwork.org/tag/fake-news > 
Alan Jacobs, How to think: A guide for the perplexed. London: Profile Books, 2017.  
Michael Patrick Lynch, ‘How to see past your own perspective and find truth.’ TED, 2017. Available at < ted.com/talks/
michael_patrick_lynch_how_to_see_past_your_own_perspective_and_find_truth >. 
Katherine Viner, ‘How technology disrupted the truth.’ The Guardian, 12 July 2016. Available at < theguardian.com/
media/2016/jul/12/how-technology-disrupted-the-truth >. 
Andy Walton, ‘Christians believe in truth: How should we respond to post-truth politics?’ Christian Today, 2016. 
Available at < christiantoday.com/article/christians.believe.in.truth.how.should.we.respond.to.post.truth.politics/
101950.htm >. 
Tony Watkins, ‘Contending for the truth amidst the fake news epidemic.’ Lausanne Global Analysis, July 2017. Available 
at < lausanne.org/content/lga/2017-07/contending-truth-amidst-fake-news-epidemic >.

Formation School 2018–2019


