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‘post-truth’ 

Oxford Dictionaries Word of the 
Year, 2016

Post-truth relates to ‘circumstances in which objective facts 
are less influential in shaping public opinion than emotional 
appeals’. 

Oxford Dictionaries

Fake news

June 2016
© Gage Skidmore, used under a Creative Commons licence

In this era of post-truth politics, an 
unhesitating liar can be king. The 
more brazen his dishonesty, the 
less he minds being caught with his 
pants on fire, the more he can 
prosper. And those pedants still 
hung up on facts and evidence and 
all that boring stuff are left for 
dust, their boots barely laced while 
the lie has spread halfway around 
the world. 

Jonathan Friedland, The Guardian

discuss

What factors give rise to fake news (e.g. political 
agendas)?

How ideas spread



emotional 
connection

People forward on what others 
think, even if the information is 
false, misleading, or incomplete, 
because they think they have 
learned something valuable. 

Danielle Citron
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‘information 
cascade’

social proof confirmation bias filter bubbles

While we get more information, a 
lot of that information ends up 
reflecting ourselves as much as it 
does reality. It ends up . . . 
inflating our bubbles rather than 
bursting them. And so maybe it's 
no surprise that we're in a 
situation, a paradoxical 
situation, of thinking that we know 
so much more, and yet not 
agreeing on what it is we know. 

Michael Patrick Lynch 
TED2017

The death of truth?

discuss

How do people view ‘truth’ and ‘facts’ in our social media 
age? 

What makes people sceptical about truth?



we are limited
we are rooted in specific cultural 

contexts we are biased

truth claims are used to exert power

No one's story is truer than 
anyone else's story. Does the 
story work? That is, does it satisfy 
the teller? Does it get you what 
you want – say, a sense of 
belonging, a peace with yourself, a 
hope for the future, a way to order 
your life? It's all one can ask.  

James Sire 
The Universe Next Door, p. 224  

'Truth has perished; it is banished from the lips.’ 
Jeremiah 7:28

Consequences
Jacques Derrida:  

• there is no God to guarantee 
absolutes  

• so there are no absolutes 

• so we cannot be certain about 
anything and there is no centre 
to life
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discuss

What are the consequences for individuals and society of 
the ‘death of truth’?



apathy Donald Trump lies. All the time. And a stunning number of 
people don’t seem to care. 

Dara Lind 
Vox, 27 September 2016

social fragmentation

So justice is driven back, and righteousness stands at a 
distance; truth has stumbled in the streets, honesty cannot 
enter. Truth is nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil 
becomes a prey. 

Isaiah 59:14–15

loss of identity I belong to the Blank Generation. I have no beliefs. I belong 
to no community, tradition or anything like that. I'm lost in 
this vast, vast world. I belong nowhere. I have absolutely no 
identity.

Living in a post-truth world hold fast to truth live the truth



The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in people who are 
trustworthy. 

Proverbs 12:22

commit to discovering truth

I also point an accusing finger at many Christians who, so it 
seems to me, simply don’t care about truth as much as they 
care about feelings. If a doctrine, for example, doesn’t feel 
right, then it is at best unimportant. If an ethical stance 
seems hurtful (e.g., “not nice” or “intolerant”), it must be 
wrong. 

Roger E. Olsen

Jimmy Kimmel. How the truth works

be critically reflective
engage your brain;  

manage your emotions

Engage constructively find a connection point with people 
before disagreeing 

But truth has a companion—grace. The good news is only 
good if it convicts and brings joy. We need to walk people 
through tough truths about themselves, but we also need to 
lead them to experience the lavish grace of God. Our 
evangelism always needs to be saturated with both grace 
and truth. 

John Richards 
Christianity Today, 3 Feb 2017



recognise what you and others hold 
sacred

The sacred is ‘what people take to be absolute realities that 
exert a profound moral claim over their lives. . . . Sacred 
forms generate their own visions of evil (the “profane”), and 
establish moral boundaries beyond which lie people who are 
regarded as “inhuman” or “animals”.’ 

Gordon Lynch 
On the Sacred (2014), p. 11

Present a prophetic perspective

When everything is moving at once, nothing appears to 
be moving, as on board ship. When everyone is moving 
towards depravity, no one seems to be moving. But if 
someone stops, he shows up the others who are rushing 
on, by acting as a fixed point. 
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