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Perceptions of Jesus, Christians & Evangelism in England, July 2015 
What do English adults know and believe about Jesus Christ? What do they really 
think of his followers? How often—if ever—do Christians talk about their faith in 
Jesus? How do both Christians and non-Christians feel about those 
conversations?  

 
 
The Church of England, Evangelical Alliance and HOPE commissioned Barna 
Group to find the answers to these and related questions. The researchers 
designed an online survey to administer among a carefully screened sample of 
2,545 English adults ages 18 and older who are nationally representative by age, 
gender, region and socioeconomic grade.  Additional data were collected through 
an online survey among an oversample of 1,592 English practising Christians.1 

 
 
Summary Findings: Perceptions of Evangelism 
Non-Christians – they could select any other option than ‘Christian’ when asked 
to identify which religion, if any, best describes their religious faith. Non-
Christians account for two in five adults among the English population (43%). 

 
What proportion of Non-Christians know a Practicing Christian? 
What do they think of Christians? 
What do they think about their conversations about Jesus? 

 
 
 
Practising Christians – identified themselves as ‘Christian’ but also reported 
praying, reading the Bible and attending a church service at least monthly (and 
often more frequently). About one in six self-identified Christians are practising 
(16%), about 9 per cent of the total adult population. 
 

 
What proportion of Practicing Christians talked about Jesus to Non Christians? 
What do they think about their conversations about Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
1 Talkingjesus.org, Perceptions of Jesus, Christians & Evangelism in England,  
http://www.talkingjesus.org/research/upload/Perceptions-of-Jesus-Christians-and-Evangelism-
Executive-Summary.pdf, (accessed 22/1/2016). 
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Summary Findings: Perceptions of Jesus 
 

Who was Jesus: 
A historical figure? 
God? 
Risen from the dead? 

 
What Word(s) describe Jesus? 
 

 
Summary Findings: Perceptions of Christians 

 
Do you know a practising Christian? 
What do you think of them? 

 


