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Clive Thorne 

Aren’t all religions the same? Don’t all religious paths lead to 

God?  

 

It is often said that all religions aim to approach God and so whichever one you follow will get 
you to Him in the end just as each route up a mountain eventually gets to the summit and 
every river flows into the same world ocean. 
 
 Is it reasonable to assume that this would be the case? 

What evidence can we evaluate?  

Let us briefly examine some of the major beliefs of the world’s three main religions. 

 

What do they teach about God Himself? 

• Islam and Christianity clearly teach that there is only one God who is personal and 
exists separately to His creation 
 

• A variety of views exist among Hindus with most accepting a pantheist concept of the 
ultimate deity where the divine being is impersonally present in everything (or beyond 
personality). 
 

• Christians believe that the one God became a man in Jesus Christ in order to save the 
world from sin but Muslims only accept Jesus as a prophet of God. Each would 
consider the opposite view blasphemy and an insult to God!  
 
 

The nature of man 

• When it comes to the nature of man, Christians and Muslims believe that we have one 
life here on earth and then await God’s judgement on our lives  
 

• Hindus believe in a cycle of reincarnation in which a human being has many lives in 
which to approach true enlightenment and unity with Brahma, the ultimate reality.  
 

• The Christian Bible teaches that human beings are born with a basically evil nature 
prone to selfishness, greed, lust and pride but Muslims believe that all babies are born 
good Muslims but become corrupted by the world. 
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Moral teaching 

 It would seem to be common sense to acknowledge that the above basic religious teachings 
about the nature of God and man are mutually exclusive and cannot all be simultaneously 
correct. Logically some must be right and others wrong. If this is the case, how can they 
originate from or point towards the same supernatural source or reality? Well, we might say 
that these are theological doctrines; surely there must be more agreement in areas of 
morality and right living.  

All the major religions do have a lot of moral teaching in common such as censures against 
murder, adultery, stealing, lying etc. and encouragements to be kind to the poor and 
considerate towards others. These things are almost universal to the human conscience and 
of course are also commonly held by non-believers and fervent atheists as well.  

 

What about specifically religious morality?  

• For most Hindus, bowing down to idols and making offerings to various deities are 
major components of their religious experience and are considered ways of 
approaching and pleasing Brahma. These practices are specifically outlawed as sins 
which greatly offend and insult God in Islam and Christianity.  
 

• Strict Hindus are usually vegetarian, believing that it is wrong to take animal life, 
whilst Muslims consider pork unclean and forbidden and Christians take all food to be 
acceptable because it is not what enters a man’s mouth that makes him unclean but 
what comes out of his heart.  
 

• Jesus taught and practised non-violence, non-retaliation and love towards enemies 
whilst in the Hindu Bhagavad Gita, Krishna advises Arjana to fight his enemies and 
Muhammad carried out jihad or holy war against the enemies of Islam. 

 

 In these few examples (and there are many more) there would appear to be significant 
differences about what pleases God and how human beings should behave. The paths that 
different faiths follow seem to diverge. 

 Their destination is not the same God with consistent moral requirements but radically 
different concepts of the nature and character of divinity. 


