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Questions about science

Science, the system of belief 
founded securely on publicly 

shared reproducible knowledge, 
emerged from religion. As 

science discarded its chrysalis to 
become its present butterfly, it 

took over the heath. 

Peter Atkins, ‘The Limitless Power of Science’ 
in "Nature's Imagination - The Frontiers of 

Scientific Vision (1995)

There is no reason to suppose 
that science cannot deal with 

every aspect of existence. Only 
the religious …hope there is a 

dark corner of the physical 
universe, or of the universe of 

experience, that science can 
never hope to illuminate. 

Peter Atkins, ‘The Limitless Power of Science’ 
in "Nature's Imagination - The Frontiers of 

Scientific Vision (1995)
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Occasionally I meet 
them [religious 
scientists] and I’m a bit 
embarrassed because I 
cannot believe anyone 
who accepts truth by 
revelation.

“I had started this journey 
of intellectual exploration 
to confirm my atheism. 
That now lay in ruins as I 
was forced to admit the 
plausibility of the God 
hypothesis.”                   
Francis Collins, 
The Language of God (2005)

3 Big Issues

• Science contradicts the Bible

• Science can ‘out-explain’ Christianity

• Science is the only real way of knowing stuff
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A test case from the words of Jesus…

“You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous.”

Matt. 5:43-45

Science and the Bible

1)The way the bible speaks…

2) The importance of the author’s intention…
“If we are reading the Bible, it’s authority lies in the author’s intention 
(ultimately God’s) not our perceptions. We honor the authority of scripture by 
doing the hard work of thinking authors' thoughts after them.” 

John Piper, “Why to seek an author’s intention”

For, to my mind, this is a certain principle, that nothing is here 
treated of but the visible form of the world.  He who would learn 
astronomy and other recondite arts, let him go elsewhere.  Here the 
Spirit of God would teach all men without exception and therefore 
...the history of the creation ...is the book of the unlearned.  

…[God] accommodates himself, by a simple and uncultivated style, 
to the capacity of the vulgar. For since the majesty of God, as it really 
is, cannot be expressed, the Scripture is wont to describe it 
according to the manner of men.

John Calvin’s commentary on Genesis

“Lest we dishonour the Spirit of God”
“Now, it is a disgraceful and dangerous thing for an infidel to 
hear a Christian, presumably giving the meaning of Holy 
Scripture, talking nonsense on these topics (i.e. astronomy 
etc.); … the shame is not so much that an ignorant individual is 
derided, but that people outside the household of faith think 
our sacred writers held such opinions, and, to the great loss 
of those for whose salvation we toil, the writers of our 
Scriptures are criticized and rejected as unlearned men.”                                                                                
St. Augustine, On the Literal Meaning of Genesis

“If we regard the Spirit of God as the sole fountain of truth, we shall neither reject the truth itself, 
nor despise it wherever it shall appear, unless we wish to dishonor the Spirit of God… We 
ought not to forget those most excellent benefits of the divine Spirit, which he distributes to 
whomever he wills, for the common good of mankind…But if the Lord has willed that we 
be helped in physics, dialectic, mathematics, and other like disciplines, by the 
work and ministry of the ungodly, let us use this assistance. For if we neglect God’s 
gift freely offered in these arts, we ought to suffer just punishment for our sloths.”
John Calvin, Institutes (2.2.15).
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Science deals with secondary causes (the laws of nature)

Theology deals with the primary cause (the love of God)

Levels of explanation…

+
+

‘There is only one sort of stuff, namely matter – the physical stuff 
of physics, chemistry and physiology…we can (in principle!) 
account for every mental phenomenon using the same physical 
principles, laws and raw materials’

Daniel Dennett ‘Consciousness explained’ (1991)

`You,' your joys and your 
sorrows, your memories and 
your ambitions, your sense of 
personal identity and free will, 
are in fact no more than the 
behaviour of a vast assembly 
of nerve cells and their 
associated molecules.“ 
Francis Crick, 
The Astonishing Hypothesis  (1994)
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Jesus said love is the purpose of life. 
Does that sound nonsense to you? 

It sounds like something grafted on, 
a superfluous excrescence on life, 

which I feel I understand better. 
But it doesn’t surprise me that 

brains, being what they are, 
have a capacity to invent 

spurious purposes 
of the universe…

When you think about your wife 
what does love mean? 

Well we’ve been into that before. 
It’s an emotion which is a 

manifestation of brain stuff. 

Nick Pollard & Richard Dawkins,
Third Way (April, 1995)

Boiled down to essentials… the 
principle chore of nervous 
systems is to get the body parts 
where they should be in order 
that the organism may 
survive....a fancier style of 
representing is advantageous 
so long as it is geared to the 
organism's way of life and 
enhances the organism's 
chances of survival. 
Truth, whatever that is, 
definitely takes the hindmost.

Patricia Churchland
“Epistemology in the Age of Neuroscience” 
Journal of Philosophy (1987)

Modern humanism is the 
faith that through science 
humankind can know the 
truth - and so be free. But if 
Darwin's theory of natural 
selection is [sic] true this is 
impossible. The human mind 
serves evolutionary success, 
not truth.

John Gray, 
Straw Dogs: Thoughts on Humans and Other 
Animals (2002)
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The biologistic image of 
humans effectively denies 
the centrality, even the 
possibility, of precisely those 
unique capacities that have 
made humans able to 
theorise about evolution or 
to develop nueroscience. If 
On the Origin of the Species
really were the last word on 
humanity, it could not have 
been written…

Raymond Tallis, 
Aping Mankind (2011)

3 Big Issues

• Science contradicts the Bible

• Science can ‘out-explain’ Christianity

• Science is the only real way of knowing stuff

Science boosts its 
claim to truth by its 
spectacular ability to 
make matter and 
energy jump 
through hoops on 
command, and to 
predict what will 
happen and when.

Richard Dawkins, "What 
is True?" in The Devil's 
Chaplain (2004)
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“Experiments are the 
only means of 
knowledge at our 
disposal. The rest is 
poetry, imagination.”                   
Max Planck

"Whatever knowledge 
is attainable, must be 
attained by scientific 
methods; and what 
science cannot 
discover, mankind 
cannot know.”

Bertrand Russell, 
Religion and 
Science’(1935)

“[I]f he be a man engaged in any 
important inquiry, he must have a 
method, and he will be under a strong 
and constant temptation to make a 
metaphysics out of his method, that is, 
to suppose the universe ultimately of 
such a sort that his method must be 
appropriate and successful.”
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“Cause can be 
discovered by science, 

but purpose cannot 
because, until the 
purpose has been 

realised, it is hidden in 
the mind of the one 

whose purpose it is”

Lesslie Newbigen, 
Proper Confidence: Faith, 

Doubt, and Certainty in 
Christian Discipleship (1995)

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him…

Gospel of John, Chapter 1

…and the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory…No 
one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father's side, he has made him known.

Gospel of John, Chapter 1


