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The promise of technology



discuss

What stories are Facebook and Apple communicating in 
these adverts? 

What does technology (especially media technology) 
offer us? What deep longings or needs does it seem to 
address?





The questions technology poses are not simply technological 
questions. They are questions about a vision for human life. 
They are questions about how to live life well, how to 
understand ourselves and how to interact with others. 

Ed Brooks and Pete Nicholas 
Virtually Human



Every extension is an amputation. 
Marshall McLuhan



What are the extensions (gains) and 
amputations (losses) from cars?



discuss
What do smart phones extend for you? 

What do they make you lose? 

What do they help you recover? 

What do you want to go back to when smart phones 
become too dominant? 

How do all these things come from the fact that we are 
God’s image-bearers, but also rebels against God?



A double-edged 
sword: key 
aspects of 
technology
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technological determinism



technological instrumentalism



1. Technology is an expression of 
God-given human calling



2. Technology is based  
on values



3. Technologies force us to use 
them in certain ways



4. Technology shapes society



5. Technology affects how we think 
about the world and ourselves



6. Technology becomes 
an idol



Technological practices, because experienced as delivering 
power and meaning, will tend to shimmer with the promise 
of satisfaction and salvation that only God can fulfill. 

Brian Brock 
Christian Ethics in a Technological Age



Discipleship of 
technology



discuss

Read Colossians 3:1–16. 

What principles should guide our use of technology? 

List some helpful questions that we can ask about any 
technology we use.



Some key questions



What does this enable?



What does this inhibit?



How might this impact on 
relationships with the people around 

me (or on the wider world)?



Technology is in its proper place 
when it helps us bond with the real 
people we have been given to love. 
It’s out of its proper place when 
we end up bonding with people at 
a distance, like celebrities, 
whom we will never meet. 

Andy Crouch 
The Techwise Family



How might this impact the way I 
function, or think about life?



We need an identity that is secure, not transient; liberating, 
not enslaving. Part of the problem with seeking to form our 
identity online is that we know it fails both of these criteria. 

Ed Brooks and Pete Nicholas 
Virtually Human 



How might this impact on my 
relationship with God?



But technology is only very good if 
it can help us become the persons 
we were meant to be. 

Andy Crouch 
The Techwise Family



How can this become a means of 
grace?



Some key principles



focus on tasks, not tools



focus on people, not products



Think about which technologies play a major 
part in your life. 

What impact are they having on you and your 
relationships? 

How do they affect the way you think about life? 

How do they affect your spiritual life? 

What changes do you need to make?

think
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