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Tony Watkins 

1. THE PROPHETS 
‘The situation of a person immersed in the prophets’ words is one of being exposed to a 
ceaseless shattering of indifference, and one needs a skull of stone to remain callous to 
such blows.’ – Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Prophets  

‘It is the task of the prophet to bring to expression the new realities against the more 
visible ones of the old order.’ – Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination 

‘The prophets were covenant enforcement mediators.’ – Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart, 
How to read the Bible for All its Worth 

2. THREE LEVELS OF UNDERSTANDING 

a. The world behind the text – what is the context? 

b. The world of the text – what is really going on in the text itself? 

c. The world in front of the text – how does this text relate forwards in Scripture 
(especially to Jesus) and how does it speak to us today? 

3. FOUR KEY QUESTIONS 

a. What is the background situation and context (the world behind the 

text)?  

i. Where does this passage come in the flow of biblical history? 

ii. What is the particular historical context? 
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iii. What problem is the text addressing? 

b. What is really going on in the text (the world of the text)? 

i. Genre 

ii. Structure 

iii. Sentences – including figures of speech, imagery, etc. 

iv. Paragraphs – including poetry, figures of speech, imagery, etc. 
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v. Discourse 

• what is the main problem the text is addressing? 

• what is the text trying to achieve? 

• what remedies, if any, are presented? 

c. What is the key theological principle? 

d. How does this text relate to what follows it in Scripture and to us (the 

world in front of the text)? 

i. Relating prophetic texts to Jesus 

ii. Applying prophetic texts to our context 
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