
1.17 – Understanding and Teaching  
the Bible: Old Testament Prophets

God’s Story – Understanding & communicating the mission of God  

‘The situation of a person 
immersed in the prophets’ words is 
one of being exposed to a 
ceaseless shattering of 
indifference, and one needs a skull 
of stone to remain callous to such 
blows.’  

Abraham Joshua Heschel 
The Prophets 

1. Three levels of 
understanding

the 
world 
behind 
the text

the 
world 
of the 
text

the 
world in 
front of 
the text

• The world behind the text 
• The world of the text 
• The world in front of the text

2. Four key questions

a. What is the background 
situation and context?

(the world behind the text)

Where does this passage come 
within the flow of salvation history?

931 BC – division of the kingdom: Israel & Judah 

8th century – Amos & Hosea in Israel (+ 
Jonah); Isaiah & Micah in Judah (+ Joel?) 

722 BC – destruction of Israel 

7th century – Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Jeremiah in Judah 

597 BC – Babylonian exile (maybe 605) 

Exilic – Ezekiel, Daniel, Obadiah? + Joel? 

539 BC – Cyrus’s edict about end of exile 

Post-exilic – Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi



What is the particular historical 
context of this passage?

(50–60 years before Amos)

• after 767 BC, when Uzziah became sole monarch in 
Judah; before 753 BC, when Jeroboam II died (1:1)  

• archaeological evidence from Hazor indicates a severe 
earthquake around 765–760 BC (1:1) 

• prosperous time for Israel (3:15; 5:11; 6:4–7,11) 

• Assyria was weak following the death of Shalmaneser 
III (857–824 BC)  

• Israel was able to expand its borders (2 Kings 
14:25,28; Hosea 5:1–2; Amos 6:13–14)

Context of Amos

What problems is the text 
addressing?

What is the ‘rhetorical problem’?

discuss

Read Amos 5:1–17. 

What problems is the text addressing?

5 minutes

b. What is really going on in the 
text?

(The world of the text)

Genre

genre: a group of texts which share similar characteristics 

See tonywatkins.co.uk/prophets-resources/

Structure

See outline of Amos in Google Classroom for overall structure

A lamentation (5:1–3) 

 B call to repentance (5:4–6) 

  C condemnation of injustice (5:7) 

D ‘hymn fragment’ about YHWH’s power (5:8–9) 

  C’ condemnation of injustice (5:10–13) 

 B’ call to repentance (5:14–15) 

A’ future lamention (5:16–17)



Sentences key words and ideas figures of speech

See tonywatkins.co.uk/prophets-resources/

imagery
What features can identify in the way Amos 5:1–17 uses 
language (repetition, parallelism, imagery, figures of 
speech, etc.) 

Extra information: tonywatkins.uk/prophets-resources

10 minutes

Paragraphs

poetry

See tonywatkins.co.uk/prophets-resources/

imagery Discourse



c. What is the key theological 
principle?

• What was the point of the passage for its 
first hearers/readers?  

• What is the broader theological principle, 
which relates to similarities between the 
context of the original readers and our 
context? 

discuss

How does Amos 5:1–17 work as a complete discourse? 

Summarise the message to the original hearers/readers 
in one sentence. 

Extra information: tonywatkins.uk/prophets-resources

10 minutes

d. How does this text relate to what 
follows it in Scripture and to us?

(The world in front of the text)

Relating prophetic texts to 
Jesus

1. Redemptive-historical progression 

2. Promise-fulfilment 

3. Anticipations (typology) 

4. Analogy 

5. Longitudinal themes 

6. Contrast

Connections from the OT to Jesus

Sidney Greidanus. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A 
Contemporary Hermeneutical Method (Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1999)

Applying prophetic texts to 
our context

• See the texts through Christ first 

• We are now the covenant people in place of Israel – hear 
how the rebukes challenge our unfaithfulness 

• The promises are about Jesus first, then the Church as a 
whole, not us as individuals (e.g. Jeremiah 29:11!) 

• The judgements fell on Jesus, not us, but the warnings 
have relevance outside the church 

• The judgements come out of a theological vision of what 
God wants for his people – shalom and flourishing – so 
look at how the negatives still point to new creation
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