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Introduction 

This session builds a framework for the Bible’s teaching on spiritual generations. We will focus on the 

example of Jesus and Paul’s ministry team (esp. Priscilla & Aquila) to consider how we can invest our lives in 

such a way that others will be able to replicate what we have done with them. 

Learning goals  

1. Develop an understanding for what we mean by spiritual generations.  

2. Understand how the power of example and how ordinary people can make an extraordinary impact 

in the lives of others through a commitment to growing disciples who make disciples. 

Word Study: ‘Generations’ 

- ‘dor’ (O.T.): Used for people born about the same time (e.g. Gen 7:1, Psalm 79:13 or Judges 2:10) or 

people of a particular sort (Deut 32:5, Psalm 112:2). 

- ‘toledoth (O.T.)’: Used for the genealogical history of a family (e.g. Gen 5:1 & Gen 10:1). 

- ‘gena’ (N.T.): Used for successive members of a genealogy (Matt 1:17) or a Contemporary audience with 

common characteristics (e.g. Matt 11:16, 12:39). 

 

OVERVIEW OF BIBLICAL TEACHING ON GENERATIONS 

#1 God’s Promises to Abraham & His Descendants (Gen 12:1-3, Gal 3:29) 

 

EXERCISE #1:  Generations & You:  

1. Share your reaction to this idea of generations and something of your experience of it.  

 

 

2. Who would you say are the people who have most invested generationally in you? 
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#2 Physical & Spiritual Generations (Psalm 78) 

 

GENERATIONAL PARENTING: EXAMPLE OF JESUS  

#3 Jesus’ Teaching: Seed & Organic Growth  

 

#4 Jesus’ Ministry Practice: Investment in a Few (Luke 6:12-16) 

 

 

 

Principles from Jesus’ Ministry (Masterplan of Evangelism, Robert Coleman © 1963) 

• Selection: People were his method (Luke 6:13) 

• Association: He stayed with them (Matt 28:20) 

• Consecration: He required obedience (Matt 11:29) 

• Impartation: He gave Himself away (John 20:22) 

• Demonstration: He showed them how to live (John 13:15) 

• Delegation: He assigned them work (Matt 4:19) 

• Supervision: He kept check on them (Mark 8:17) 

• Reproduction: He expected them to reproduce (John 15:16) 

  

EXERCISE #3:  

1. What most impresses you about the way Jesus taught and ministered to have a generational impact?  

 

2. What steps could you begin to take to have a greater generational impact? 

EXERCISE #2 on John 12:20-31, Matt 13:31-33 & Mark 4:26-29 

What do the following passages (all things Jesus taught his disciples) have to say about Spiritual 

Generations? 
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GENERATIONAL PARENTING: EXAMPLE OF PAUL 

#5 Developing & Sustaining Leadership (Acts 18-19) 
 
 

- 2 Timothy 2:2 Principle 
 
 
 
 
1. Everyday Discipling (Acts 18:1-4): 

 

 

 

2. The Impact of Discipling (Acts 18:18-28): 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Discipling at Home (Acts 19, 1 Cor 16:19): 

 

 

4. The Cost of Discipling (Rom 16:3-4):  

 
 
 

EXERCISE #3: 1. What excites you from the story of how Paul invested in the lives of Priscilla & Aquila?  

 

2. What has been your experience of impacting disciples who go on to make disciples (i.e. the 2nd, 3rd & 

4th generations)?  
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CONCLUSION / REFLECTION:  

 
What do you want to take away and what do you want to leave behind? 

 

EXERCISE #4:  

1. How do you react to this idea that God wants to use “ordinary people to do extraordinary things”?  

 

2. What might be some of the associated costs involved for you as you seek to put this into practice? 


