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HOW ARE YOU GOING TO 
INVEST YOUR LIFE?
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Young 
Adults

Spiritually 
Unborn

Spiritual 
Infants

Spiritual 
Parents

SPIRITUAL PATHWAY
THE JOURNEY OF MATURITY

FOUR KEY STAGES:



4.15-16 Discipling Spiritual Parents: 

Generational Impact

Learning Outcomes: 

1. To Develop an understanding for what we mean by spiritual generations. 

2.Understand how the power of example and how ordinary people can make an extraordinary 

impact in the lives of others through a commitment to growing disciples who make disciples.

Whole-life // Costly // Radical // Intentional // Missional // Essential



WORD STUDY 
Generations

Old Testament 

“Dor”: People born about the same time (Gen 7:1, Psalm 79:13, Judges 
2:10) or People of a particular sort (Deut 32:5, Psalm 112:2)

“Toledoth”: History or Genealogical history of a family (Gen 5:1, 10:1)

New Testament 

“Gena”: Used for successive members of a genealogy (e.g. Matt 1:17) or 
Contemporary audience with common characteristics (e.g. Matthew 11:16, 
12:39)
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GENERATIONS & ME: MY GENERATION
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GENERATIONS & ME: 
FAMILY
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GENERATIONS & ME: MINISTRY
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GENERATIONS & ME: 
THE NATIONS
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discussDISCUSSION: 
GENERATIONS & YOU

1. Share your reaction to this idea of generations and 
something of your experience of it.  

2. Who would you say are the people who have invested 
generationally in you?



GENERATIONS IN THE BIBLE

#1: Promises to Abraham & his 
descendants 

#2: Physical & Spiritual 
Generations 

#3: Jesus’ Teaching: Seed & 
Organic growth 

#4: Jesus’ Ministry Practice: 
Investment in a Few

#5: Developing Sustaining 
Leadership 



(1) The Promise to Abraham and His 

Descendants

“The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. ‘I will make you 

into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.’” 

Genesis 12:1-3 (reaffirmed in Gen 17:1-2; 22:17; 26:2-6)

“If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.” Gal 3:29
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(2) PHYSICAL & SPIRITUAL GENERATIONS

“1 My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. 2 I 
will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, things 

from of old – 3 things we have heard and known, things our ancestors 
have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their descendants; we will 

tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his 
power, and the wonders he has done. 5 He decreed statutes for Jacob 

and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors
to teach their children, 6 so that the next generation would know 

them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their 
children. 7 Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget 
his deeds but would keep his commands. 8 They would not be like their 
ancestors – a stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were 

not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him.” 

Psalm 78:1-8 15



(3) JESUS’ TEACHING: 
SEED & ORGANIC 

GROWTH



discuss(3) JESUS’ TEACHING: 
SEED & ORGANIC GROWTH

What do the following passages (all things Jesus taught his 
disciples) have to say about Spiritual Generations?

(1) The seeds _________: John 12:20-30

(2) The seeds _________: Matt 13:31-33

(3) The seeds _________: Mark 4:26-29



(3) JESUS’ TEACHING: SEED & ORGANIC GROWTH

18

23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls 
to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life 

will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; 
and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honour 

the one who serves me. John 12:23-26

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he 

sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does 
not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the 

stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As 
soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the 

harvest has come.” 

Mark 4:26-29

31…“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of 
all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its 

branches.” 33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about 

sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 

Matthew 13:31-33
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(4) JESUS’ MINISTRY PRACTICE: 

- INTERNALISATION 

- MULTIPLICATION

“This careful, painstaking education of the disciples secured 

[that] the teachers influence would be permanent; that His 

Kingdom should be founded on deep and indestructible 

convictions in the minds of a few, not on the shifting sands 

of superficial impressions in the minds of the many.” 

FF Bruce, Training of the Twelve

“Jesus multiplied his life in the 12 so that there would be 

more of himself to go around…He lived with the urgency of a 

3 year timeline. With the cross before him, he knew that he 

had to prepare the twelve to carry on his mission.” 

Greg Ogden, Transforming Discipleship
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Selection: Men were his method (Luke 6:13) Association: He stayed with them (Matt 28:20)

Consecration: He required obedience (Matt 11:29) Impartation: He gave Himself away (John 20:22)

Demonstration: He showed them how to live (John 13:15) Delegation: He assigned them work (Matt 4:19)

Supervision: He kept check on them (Mark 8:17) Reproduction: He expected them to reproduce (John 15:16)

From Robert Coleman, Masterplan of Evangelism
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“The initial objective of Jesus’ plan was to enlist men who 

could bear witness to his life and carry on His work after 

he returned to His father…Jesus’ concern was not with 

programmes to reach the multitudes but with men the 

multitudes would follow.” Robert Coleman

(4) JESUS’ MINISTRY PRACTICE: MINISTRY PRINCIPLES



discussEXERCISE #3: IMITATING 
JESUS

1. What most impresses you about the way Jesus taught  
and ministered in order to have a generational impact? 

2. What steps could you begin to take to have a greater 
generational impact?
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GENERATIONS IN THE BIBLE

#1: Promises to Abraham & his 
descendants 

#2: Physical & Spiritual 
Generations 

#3: Jesus’ Teaching: Seed & 
Organic growth 

#4: Jesus’ Ministry Practice: 
Investment in a Few

#5: Developing Sustaining 
Leadership 



(5) DEVELOPING 

SUSTAINING 

LEADERSHIP

“And the things you 
have heard me say in 
the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to 

reliable people who will 
also be qualified to 

teach others.” 

2 Timothy 2:2
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2 Timothy 2:2 Principle





TRAVEL 
COMPANIONS 

1. Aquilla
2. Aristarchus 
3. Barnabas 
4. Epaphras 
5. Gaius 
6. Justus 
7. Luke 
8. Marcus 
9. Onesimus 
10. Philemon 
11. Priscilla 
12. Secundus
13. Silas/Silvanus 
14. Sopater
15. Tertius
16. Timothy 
17. Titus 
18. Trophimus
19. Tychicus 

CO-WORKERS & FELLOW PRISONERS 
& SUPPORTERS 

1. Andonichus
2. Apphia

3. Archippus
4. Carpus 
5. Demus

6. Epaphroditus 
7. Lucius 
8. Lydia 
9. Jason 
10. Junia

11. Nymphus
12.  Onesiphorus

13. Pheobe
14. Tyrannus 
15. Urbanus

PEOPLE PAUL IMPACTED (1)

OTHER PEOPLE OF 
INFLUENCE

1. Felix
2. Festus

3. King Agrippa
3. Stoic & Epicurean 

Philosophers (Athens)
4. Sergius Paulus 

(Roman Pro Consul in 
Acts 13)

5. Erastus (City Director 
of public Works)
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Luke: Physician, writer
Epaphras: Evangelist, Prayer Warrior
Silas/Silvanus: Leader, co-wrote letters with Paul
Archippus: Fellow Soldier
Gaius: Home owner, hospitality, willingness to suffer
Lydia: Business woman, seller of Purple, hospitality
Onesimus: Slave (of Philemon), courier
Phoebe: Servant, benefactor to many
Tyrannus: Teacher in lecture hall
Epaphroditus: Brought supplies for Paul, Risked life for him
Titus: Secretary, courier, delegate / trouble-shooter
Timothy: Son in the faith, pastor, leader
Priscilla & Aquila: Tent-makers, hospitality, low key influencers
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The ministry of an Alongsider…



1After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he met a Jew 
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy 
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave 
Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and because he was a tentmaker as 

they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4Every Sabbath he 
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

Acts 18:1-4

PRISCILA & AQUILA
1. EVERYDAY DISCIPLING



GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE



…they supported Paul’s work in Corinth, 

…they nurtured a young church in Ephesus

…they discipled generations of  believers in Rome 

…through Apollos their influence spread into Achaia 

and back to Corinth

Apostle Paul

Priscilla & Aquila

Apollos 

Achaia & Corinth

PRISCILA & AQUILA
2. THE IMPACT OF 

DISCIPLING

He [Apollos] began to speak boldly in the 

synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila 

heard him, they invited him to their home 

and explained to him the way of God more 

adequately. Acts 18:26
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discussEXERCISE #4: IMITATING 
OTHERS

1.What excites you from the story of how Paul invested in 
the lives of Priscilla & Aquila? 

2.What has been your experience of impacting disciples 
who go on to make disciples  (i.e. seeing the domino 
effect on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generations)?



PRISCILA & AQUILA
3. DISCIPLING AT HOME

“Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that 

meets at their house.” 1 Corinthians 16:19



Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives 
for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 

Romans 16:3-4

PRISCILA & AQUILA
4. THE COST OF DISCIPLING

1.Spiritual Battle
2.Homes
3.Travel
4.Time

5.Risking 
Life/Reputation

6.Disappointment



discussEXERCISE #5: A LIFE LESS 
ORDINARY

1.How do you react to this idea that God wants to use 
“ordinary people to do extraordinary things”? 

2.What might be some of the associated costs involved for 
you as you seek to put this into practice?



INSPIRING PEOPLE

“God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things. It doesn’t matter who 
we are. It matters who He is.” Christine Caine

“Give your life to God. He can do more with it than you can.” 
D.L. Moody

“All God’s giants have been weak men who did great things for God because 
they reckoned on God being with them.” Hudson Taylor

“God will always do great things with people who are willing to be faithful in 
the small things.”  Lysa Terkeurst



…I chose you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last … 

John 15:16

Building to Last
Growing and Sustaining Lifelong Labourers
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