
Bible Overview
TRACK 1 – BIBLE: GOD’S BIG STORY

CREATION

Living together with God in God’s house

Created for shalom
• the relationship between human beings and their 

creator 

• the relationship between human beings (Adam and 
Eve) with each other before their creator 

• the relationship between human beings with each 
other before their creator in the place (the home) 
into which the creator settled them

Mark DeVine 
Shalom Yesterday, Today, and Forever (2019), p. 155
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$ Creation: humanity at home together with 
God in the place He gave them to care for

God’s space

humanity’s 
space

creation = cosmic temple 

tabernacle/temple = miniature cosmos
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DE-CREATION

Broken relationships and broken home
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alienation from God

alienation from ourselves
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RE-CREATION

Repairing relationships and rebuilding home



Humanity coming to God
How can sinful people live in the presence 

of a holy God?

‘‘

’’

Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 
Who may live on your holy mountain? 

Psalm 15:1

Life with God in the house of God – this was the original goal of the 
creation of the cosmos (which, as we will see, may be thought of as a 
house), and which then became the goal of redemption, the new 
creation. The prophets offer glimpses of this reality in their 
descriptions of God's final redemption of his people, when, after he has 
purged and made them utterly holy, he dwells with them on his holy 
mountain. 

Michael Morales 

Who Shall Ascend the Mountain of the Lord? p. 17.



‘‘

’’

And so Moses finished the work. Then the cloud covered the tent of 
meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Moses could 
not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and 
the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

Exodus 40:33–35

God opened a way into his presence 
through the tabernacle, priesthood, and 

rituals



Tabernacle = the dwelling of God AND 
the way to the house of God
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The Most Holy Place was a cube





God coming to humanity

‘‘

’’

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 

Matthew 5:17

‘‘

’’

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. . . . 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 

John 1:1,14



A new and living way through Jesus’s death, 
resurrection, and ascension

‘‘

’’

I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 

John 14:6

‘‘

’’

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now 
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle 
that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 
creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, so 
obtaining eternal redemption. 

Hebrews 9:11–12

‘‘

’’

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened 
for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere 
heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water. 

Hebrews 10:19–22
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NEW CREATION

Living together with God  
in God’s house for eternity
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‘‘

’’

One of the seven angels . . . said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, 
the wife of the Lamb.’ And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God . . . 

Revelation 21:9–11

The new Most Holy Place will be a cube


