
1.11,12 – Understanding and Teaching the 
Bible: OT Prophet

TRACK 1 – BIBLE: GOD’S BIG STORY



The situation of a person immersed in the 
prophets’ words is one of being exposed to 
a ceaseless shattering of indifference, and 
one needs a skull of stone to remain callous 
to such blows. 

Abraham Joshua Heschel 
The Prophets 



1. Three levels of 
understanding



the world 
behind 
the text

the 
world of 
the text

the 
world in 
front of 
the text



2. Four key questions



a. What is the background 
situation and context?

(the world behind the text)



Where does this passage come within the 
flow of salvation history?





What is the particular historical context of 
this passage?







Some of the elders of the land stood up and said to all the assembled 
people, “Micah the Moreshite prophesied in the days of King Hezekiah 
of Judah and said to all the people of Judah,  

 ‘This is what the Lord of Armies says: 

  Zion will be plowed like a field, 
  Jerusalem will become ruins, 
  and the temple’s mountain will be a high thicket.’ 

Did King Hezekiah of Judah and all the people of Judah put him to 
death? Did not the king fear the Lord and plead for the Lord’s favor, and 
did not the Lord relent concerning the disaster he had pronounced 
against them? We are about to bring a terrible disaster on ourselves! 

Jeremiah 26:17–19



701 BC: Assyria attacks Judah
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What problems is the text addressing?

What is the ‘rhetorical problem’?



discuss

Read Micah 6. 

What problems is the text addressing?

5 minutes



b. What is really going on in the 
text?

(The world of the text)



Genre

genre: a group of texts which share similar 



Structure

See outline of Micah for overall structure



a. calling for attention (6:1) 

b. calling of witnesses (6:1b–2a) 

c. announcing the case (6:2b) 

d. charges (6:3–5) 

e. defence (6:6–7) 

f. the basis for God’s judgment (6:8) 

g. further accusations (6:9–12) 

h. God’s judgment verdict (6:13–16)

Covenant curses 
(6:9–16)

Covenant failures 
(6:1–8)



Sentences



key words and ideas



figures of speech

See tonywatkins.co.uk/prophets-resources/



imagery



Paragraphs



poetry

See tonywatkins.co.uk/prophets-resources/



imagery



What features can identify in the way Micah 6 uses language 
(repetition, parallelism, imagery, figures of speech, etc.) 

Suggest what the structure of Micah 6 might be, and summarise 
each section/paragraph in one sentence. 

Extra information: tonywatkins.uk/prophets-resources

think

10 minutes



Discourse



c. What is the key theological 
principle?



• What was the point of the passage for its first 
hearers/readers?  

• What is the broader theological principle, which 
relates to similarities between the context of the 
original readers and our context? 



discuss

How does Micah 6 work as a complete discourse? 

Summarise the message to the original hearers/readers in one 
sentence. 

Extra information: tonywatkins.uk/prophets-resources

10 minutes



d. How does this text relate to 
what follows it in Scripture and 

to us?
(The world in front of the text)



Relating prophetic texts to 
Jesus



1. Redemptive-historical progression 

2. Promise-fulfilment 

3. Anticipations (typology) 

4. Analogy 

5. Longitudinal themes 

6. Contrast

Connections from the OT to Jesus

Sidney Greidanus. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A Contemporary 
Hermeneutical Method (Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1999)



Applying prophetic texts to 
our context



• See the texts through Christ first 

• We are now the covenant people in place of Israel – hear how the 
rebukes challenge our unfaithfulness 

• The promises are about Jesus first, then the Church as a whole, 
not us as individuals (e.g. Jeremiah 29:11!) 

• The judgements fell on Jesus, not us, but the warnings have 
relevance outside the church 

• The judgements come out of a theological vision of what God 
wants for his people – shalom and flourishing – so look at how the 
negatives still point to new creation



www.tonywatkins.uk

facebook.com/TonyWatkinsPage

twitter.com/tonywatkins_


