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“[Jesus] said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Luke 24:44



Genesis 1: Structure

Forming what was formless (1:2) Filling what was empty

Day 1: Light Day 4: Lights

Day 2: Water & Sky Day 5 Fish and Birds

Day 3: Ground and vegetation Day 6: Animals and People

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”

Genesis 1:31

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”

Genesis 1:1-2



Gen 1-2: Made in God’s image & Likeness
Created
…

Description

Relational: Made for intimacy with one 
another and supremely with 
God

Respon-
sible:

Able to make moral choices 
and given the task of 
stewarding the world

Rational: Able to think and talk with 
intelligence.

Real: Able to experience emotions. 
Made to find acceptance, 
significance & worth in God.



• Be Fruitful & increase in number

• Fill the earth

• Subdue it

• Work it and take care of it

“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 

it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 

over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

Genesis 1:28 
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Genesis 3-4: De-creation
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God’s Curse (Genesis 3)

- God cursed the snake / 

serpent (v14-15):

- God cursed childbearing 

(v16):

- God cursed the ground 

(v17-19): 

- God banished them from 

the garden (v23):
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Genesis 3: Impact Image & likeness
The 4 ‘R’ 
Words

The Impacts of the fall…

Relational: Relationships with one another 
became difficult; vulnerability and 
nakedness before God. 

Respon-
sible: 

Now there is blame-shifting 
Weakness crept in

Rational: Now there is darkened 
understanding and thinking

Real: Now there are negative emotions 
There is a temptation to hide.





A note of hope!

Genesis 3:14-15 – the protoeuangelium

One man from the woman’s offspring (the Victor)…

…will crush the serpent’s head (redemption)

But the serpent will strike his heel (suffering)

“So the LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, 
‘Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl 
on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
Genesis 3:14-15



Sin Spreading 

(Adam to Abraham)

Gen 4 – Cain & Abel

Gen 5 – Genealogy

Gen 6-9 – Flood

Gen 11 – Babel

Gen 12-25 - Abraham





Genealogy: Adam to Abram

From Gospel & Kingdom, Graeme 

Goldsworthy, 1981, Paternoster



Genesis 12:2-3, 7

2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you;

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 

curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will 

give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him.



discussExercise #1: God’s Promises 

to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-7)

1. What are the main elements of God’s promise to 
Abram/Abraham?

2. Why are these promises so significant through the 
rest of Scripture?



Genesis 12:2-3, 7
2 “I will make you into a great 

nation, and I will bless you;

I will make your name great, and 

you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you, 

and whoever curses you I will 

curse; and all peoples on earth will 

be blessed through you.”

7 The LORD appeared to Abram and 

said, “To your offspring I will give 

this land.” So he built an altar 

there to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him.

1.A nation / people

2.A blessing from God 
through which all 
nations will be blessed

3.A land for the nation 
to live in (v7) 



From Gospel & Kingdom, Graeme 

Goldsworthy, 1981, Paternoster

“These verses act like a 
kind of 3D grid reference 
system to help us track 
our progress all the way 

through the story.” 

John Risbridger

God’s People in God’s place experiencing God’s Rule/Blessing 



“And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my 

household will be my heir.” Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This 

man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will 

be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and 

count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So 

shall your offspring be.” Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to 

him as righteousness.” 

Genesis 15:3-6



“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many 

nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be 

Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you 

very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I 

will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and 

you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be 

your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of 

Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting 

possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.

Genesis 17:4-8



“7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of

Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that God would justify the

Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to

Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those

who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of

faith.

Galatians 3:7-9

“If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and

heirs according to the promise.”

Galatians 3:29





Growing Family 

(Isaac to Joseph)

Gen 26 Isaac & Jacob

Gen 37-50 Story of Joseph



discussExercise #2: Use what you know 

and have learned to discuss this: 

“The Old Testament God who was basically 
concerned only with Israel, told them that they 
could be saved if they obeyed the law. However, 
that didn't really work, so in the NT God decided 
to love the world and sent Jesus to die for our 
forgiveness so we could be saved by faith.”



think

What does it look like to correctly handle the word of truth?

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 
a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth.”

2 Timothy 2:15
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