
TRACK 2 – BLESSING:  INTIMACY WITH GOD

2.2 Identity: Knowing who we are in Christ



WHO ARE 
YOU?



What do we 
mean when 

we talk 
about 

Identity?



Why 
does 
Identity 
matter?

•Search for significance

•Search for meaning

•Search for purpose



Who am I?

1. I am what I do.

2. I am what I have.

3. I am what others say about me.



In Luke 4:

• In verse 3:  If this is who you are…..show me what you 
can do.

• In verse 5:  If you worship me….look at all I’ll give to you.

• In verse 9:  Let’s see if what others say about you is true.

But God the Father has already declared:  
You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.



If we are dependent on 
defining ourselves by what 
we do, what we have, what 
others say about us…how 
might this be destructive in 
leadership?



Who are we in Christ?



This is not just a message 
of sins forgiven, but 

of being declared 
righteous, of becoming 

God’s beloved…



‘How can I help people?  Or help the youth to come to 
Christ? Or preach well?’  But these are all basically 
nonissues.  

If you are burning with the love of Jesus, don’t worry: 
everyone will know.  They will say, ‘I want to get close 
to this person who is so full of God.’  It is not about 

who I am…it’s all about God.”    Henri Nouwen



My identity in Christ:

•Being

•Becoming



“Growing draws us into a deep and fascinating
exploration of what it means to belong to God, an 

adventure that engages us at all times and on all 
levels….the path of our growth leads right through the 
path of our individuality.  As we are transformed by the 
power of His grace, we are enabled to take hold of the 
gift of our distinctiveness in a new way.  We begin to 
realize the unique plans and purposes which we have 
been carefully designed by God to fulfil, and to accept 
the invitation God holds out to use our individuality for 
the glory of His name.”  

Janine Fair



What inhibits claiming my 
identity?

•Losing sight of grace 

•Emotions

•Baggage

•Burnout



“Many of us prefer to put a glossy cover on our
Painful past and plaster over all that is broken and 
fractured.  Yet, we must be present to everything, 
the light as well as the dark.  You can’t choose to 
wake up just to the stuff you like.”

We need to let the 
light and truth of 
God shine into all 
areas of our lives, 
past, present and 
future.  



How do we move 
forward?

•Remember the Word

•Practice the Presence

•Worship
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