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1.3-4 – Teaching the Bible:  
Leading a Small Group Bible Study  

Gerhild Haitchi 

Introduction 

Two interactive sessions introducing a how-to method. 

The aim is that at the end each of us, whether we are experienced small group Bible study leaders or 
have never done it before, will be excited about leading small group Bible studies, and feel that we 
have got the tools to do it well. 

Learning goals  

1. Before the Bible study – preparing well 

2. During the Bible study – leading wisely 

3. After the Bible study – praying and following up 

Session One 

Before the study 

Pray  
•  

•  

 

Study the passage yourself  

Why is this important? 
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You can use the Swedish Method: 

 What is there in the passage about God or Jesus? 

 What is there about people? 

 What is there that I don’t understand? 

 If I was reading this for the first time, what would surprise me? 

 Is there something that I am understanding for the first time? 

 How am I going to be different as a result of reading this? 
 
 
Philippians 1:1-11 
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, 
together with the overseers and deacons: 
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you.  
4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy  
5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in 
chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.  
8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,  
10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ,  
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of 
God. 
 

 What is there in the passage about God or Jesus?  

V1 

V2 

V6 

V9-11 
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  What is there about people? 

Apostle Paul 

V1: 

V2,4,9-11: 

V3: 

V5: 

V6: 

V7: 

 

The church in Philippi 

V2: 

V5: 

V7: 

 

  What is there that I don’t understand? 
 

  If I was reading this for the first time, what would surprise me? 

V3: 

V6: 

V7: 

 

  Is there something that I am understanding for the first time? 

V9-11: 

 

  How am I going to be different as a result of reading this? 

 

Summarise in one sentence  

Philippians 1:1-11 
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Prepare good questions  

Observation: 

Application: 

 

Bad Questions 

• Sounds like this is an exam 

• Condescending 

• Yes or no answer 

• Too long and complicated 

• Too easy 

Good Questions 

•  Look at v5&6. Why does Paul say that we should live our lives for God and his glory? 

•  In what ways do we make this kind of mistake? 

• Why does Jesus decide to heal the leper?  
What reasons does Peter give for writing this letter? 

• Can we find another reason for what Paul says? 

• Why do we think the shepherds start telling everyone about Jesus? 

• How do we think the woman feels when Jesus asks, ‘Who touched me?’ 

 

Listen to the questions and decide for each of them: is this a good or bad questions? 

 

Exercise One 
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Session Two  

 

Prepare a starter question  

Make clear notes for yourself 

 

Exercise Two (if time allows) 

 
Look at this pre-prepared Bible study material. I used this with my group last Tuesday.  

Are these good questions? Why yes, why not? 
  
In my homegroup there is a mix of people in their twenties, thirties, fifties, sixties, and seventies. 
We usually spend 45 minutes on the Bible study. 
What changes do you think I made to make this work for my homegroup? 

During the study 

What the leader should be like: 

• A growing disciple 
• Enthusiastic 
• Encouraging  
• Watchful  
• Flexible  
• Inclusive  

Most of these qualities hang on our good preparation! 

 

Role play 

What personalities did you observe? 

How did the group leader try to encourage each of the group members?  
What did the group leader do well?  
What else could he/she have done? 
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Any advice that we would like to give to the group leader? 

 

Exercise Three (if time allows) 

After the study 

Pray with the group 

How to have a good time of prayer. 

• Thanking God and asking him to help us build what we have learnt into our own lives. 

• Sharing needs and praying for each other.  

Have important conversations 

Pray for the whole group 

Stay in touch until the next time (send encouragements, updates, prayer requests…) 

 

 

 

To finish 

How have you been blessed through small group Bible study? Thank God for the group/s you have 
been a part of. Thank God for good role models of small group Bible study leaders.  

 

What are you going to do as a result of these two sessions? 

 


