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TRACK 1 – BIBLE: GOD’S BIG STORY



Learning Goals

1. To gain familiarity with the period between the birth of 

Moses and the death of Solomon.

2. To see the part of God's covenant nation within God's 

mission and the story of salvation.

3. To read Exodus to 1 Kings for its original meaning and its 

fulfilment in Christ.





think

Which parts of this section of the Bible 
(from Exodus to 1 Kings 12) do you find 
most challenging to engage with and why?



1. Israel rescued from 

an oppressive king 

Exodus 1-18



Moses – Mediator & Leader



Echoes of Genesis



Mediator of the Old Covenant (Galatians 3:19)

Speaking God's words received 'face to face' (Ex 33:11; 

Num 12:5-8)

Standing for the people in their sin and grumbling (Ex 

32:9-14; Deut 5:5)

Seeing and reflecting God's glorious goodness and power 
(Ex 33:19; 34:29)



Moses - the norm

Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom 
the LORD knew face to face, who did all those signs and 
wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his 
officials and to his whole land. For no one has ever shown the mighty 
power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of 
all Israel. Deuteronomy 34:10-12

Moses
Mediator of the 

covenant

Prophets
Messengers of the 

covenant



Moses – pattern for subsequent leaders

Wise judge / ruler

Mighty deliverer

BUT flawed and excluded from the Land
“Because you did not trust in me enough to honour me as holy in the sight of 
the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them.” 
Numbers 20:12



God – King and Deliverer



Who is this God?

Covenant name 
God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am 
has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD 
[YHWH] the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God 
of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever.” Exodus 3:14-15

Character
“The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he 
punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and 
fourth generation.” Exodus 34:6-7



Israel’s foundation story (see Deut 25:5-10 etc.)

God’s judgement

False gods

Pharaoh (the oppressive king)

Delivered from:

BUT missing out on God’s blessing (or rest) 
through lack of faith (Ps 95:8-11; Heb 4:1-3)



discuss

How does the story of Exodus set the 
pattern for God's plan of salvation?



2. Israel ruled by 

God the king

Exodus 19 - 1 Samuel 8



God covenants with his bride (Exodus 19)

Redemption
‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 

Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. 

Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will 
be my treasured possession. 

Although the whole earth is mine, you will 
be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’

Exodus 19:4-6

Response

Representation



God instructs his children (Exodus 20 - Deuteronomy)

Torah = instruction (usually translated ‘Law’)

Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deut.

The centre is the Day of Atonement



10 Commandments

Special significance

Attitudes and actions
You shall have no other gods before me […] You shall not covet  

Two foundations (Matthew 22:37-40)

• Love God with your whole being (commands I-V)

• Love your neighbour as yourself (commands VI-X)



Purpose of the law?

For Israel

Who is God & 
who are we?

What does 
God require?

How can we 
be restored?

For Us

Didactic – what 
is holiness?

Civil – restraint 
in society

Pedagogical –
we need Christ!

3 divisions

Moral – God’s 
character

Civil – rules for 
the nation

Ceremonial –
way of worship



discuss

How would you summarise the law and 
explain its purpose in one sentence?



Established in the Land

Joshua Judges Ruth 1 Samuel 1-8



3. Israel led by 

God-given kings 

1 Samuel 9 – 1 Kings 11



Should Israel have a king?

The need – Judges 

The problem – asking for the wrong kind of king 

The standard – Deuteronomy 17:14-20
An Israelite; not accumulating wealth; not dealing with Egypt; 
not many wives; subject to the Law; revering God; humble



Three kings over all Israel

Saul

Bad endGood start

Changed heart; Spirit 
empowered (1 Sam 10:9-10)

David

Solomon

Turned from God and 
disobeyed (1 Sam 15:1-11)

After God’s heart (1 Sam 

13:14); Philistines & Jerusalem

Bathsheba (but repented, Ps 51); 
legacy of rivalry & revenge

Asks for wisdom; builds 
Temple; glory to nations

Many wives → many gods; 
enforced labour



God’s covenant of eternal kingship (2 Samuel 7)

The pattern for all future kings (shepherd leaders)

David’s offspring & God’s son – loved & disciplined (v11-15)

Delivering God’s people from their enemies (v9)

Ruling God’s people under God’s Law (v8)



discuss

How does Jesus fulfil the patterns and 
promises revealed in this period?



think

What response do you need to make to 
what we have learned from this section of 
the Bible’s story?


