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1.5 Bible Overview 2: Exodus to United Monarchy 
Paul Coulter 

Introduction 

This session follows on from the first part of the Bible Overview, which introduced the idea of the 

big picture of the Bible's story and explored Genesis. We begin in Exodus with God's establishing of 

Israel as a covenant nation, then follow the nation's story under Moses and Joshua, then through the 

period of the Judges, and into the three kings who reigned over twelve tribes. We will consider what 

this period teaches us about God and the life of faith as well as how it is fulfilled in Jesus. 

Learning goals 

1. To gain familiarity with the period between the birth of Moses and the death of Solomon. 

2. To see the part of God's covenant nation within God's mission and the story of salvation. 

3. To read Exodus to 1 Kings for its original meaning and its fulfilment in Christ. 

1. Israel rescued from an oppressive king (Ex 1-18; C15th BC) 

Moses – mediator and leader (c. 1526 - 1406 BC) 

Patterns from Genesis: Noah (Ex 2:3); Abraham (cf. Gen 12:20-13:1); Jacob (Ex 2:16-3:6; Deut 33). 

Mediator of the Old Covenant (Ex Ch 32-34; see Gal 3:19): 

•   (Ex 32:9-14; Deut 5:5) 

•    (Ex 33:11; Num 12:5-8) 

•    (Ex 33:19; 34:29) 

The norm to which all future prophets called God’s people back (Deut 34:10-12) 

Pattern for subsequent leaders:  

1.   

2.    

BUT flawed and excluded from the land  (Num 20:1-13) 



   

Track 1 – Bible: God’s Big Story   2 

 

God - king and deliverer (leaving Egypt, c. 1446 BC)  

Who is God? 

•    (Ex 3:14-15) 

•    (Ex 34:6-7) 

Israel's foundation story (see Deut 26:5-10; Josh 24:2-13; many Psalms) - deliverance from: 

1.   [plagues] 

2.    [Passover] 

3.    [parting the Red Sea] 

BUT (Ps 95:8-11; Heb 4:1-3) 

So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched 

arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders. Deuteronomy 26:8 

Q. How does the story of Exodus set the pattern for God's plan of salvation? 

2. Israel ruled by God the king (Ex 19 - 1 Sam 8; c. 1446 - 1050 BC) 

God covenants with his bride (Ex 19; c. 1446 BC) 

1.    (v4) 

3.    (v5a) 

4.    (vv5b-6) 

Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, 

“We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” Moses then took the blood, 

sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord 

has made with you in accordance with all these words.” Exodus 24:7-8 

 

God instructs his children (Ex 20-Deut 34; c. 1446 - 1406 BC) 

Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy 
1. Creation and sin 

(Ch 1-11) 

2. Covenant and 

faith (Ch 12-50) 

1. Redemption 

(Ch 1-18) 

2. Response 

(Ch 19-40) 

1. Offerings & priests (Ch 1-10) 

2. Clean & unclean (Ch 11-15) 

3. Day of Atonement (Ch 16) 

4. Holiness (Ch 17-20) 

5. Priests & festivals (Ch 21-27) 

1. The first generation 

(Ch 1-25) 

2. The next generation 

(Ch 26-36) 

1. Four sermons 

(1:1-4:43; 4:44-

26:19; 27:1-28:68; 

29:1-30:20) 

2. A funeral (31:1-

34:12) 
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10 Commandments: start of the law; carved by God; kept in the Ark; basis for capital offences. 

All-encompassing: attitudes and actions / beliefs and behaviours (no other gods; no coveting) 

2 foundations (Matt 22:37-40): 

•    (Exo 20:3-12; Deu 6:5) 

•    (Exo 20:13-17; Lev 19:18) 
 

The purpose of the Law 

For Israel Three divisions For us 
Who?   Moral  Didactic   

 

What?   Civil   Civil  

 

How?   Ceremonial   Pedagogical  

 

 
 

Q. How would you summarise the law and explain its purpose in one sentence? 

 

Established in the Land (Josh 1 - 1 Sam 8; c. 1406 - 1050 BC) 

• Joshua: enters Canaan in Moses’ pattern (Ch 1), leads in conquest (Ch 2-12), instructs in dividing 
the land (Ch 13-22), dying challenge to stay faithful to Moses’s words (Ch 23-24). 

Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him 

and who had experienced everything the Lord had done for Israel. Joshua 24:31 

• Judges: the fragmented nation cycles between sin and deliverance (2:16-19), spiralling down 
from godly Othniel (from Judah) to tragic Samson and two sordid Bethlehem tales (Ch 17-21). 

 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. Judges 21:25 

• Ruth: Naomi brought from bitterness in Moab (1:20-21) to rejoicing in Bethlehem (4:13-17) 
through faithful Ruth and Boaz (of Judah), their redeeming relative who exceeds the law. 

The women living there said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was 

the father of Jesse, the father of David. Ruth 4:17 

• 1 Samuel 1-8: God raises up Samuel (from Ephraim), last of the Judges, prophet and priest, to 
restore Israel from corrupt priests into unity under God's Word and anoint the first two kings. 

all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of 

the Lord. The Lord […] revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 1 Samuel 3:20-21 
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3. Israel led by God-given kings (1 Sam 9 - 1 Kgs 11; c. 1050 - 930 BC)  

Should Israel have a king? 

•   “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit” Judg 21:25 

•    “be sure to appoint over you a king the Lord your God chooses” Deut 17:14-20 

•    “they have rejected me as their king” 1 Sam 8:7 

Three kings over all Israel (each reigning 40 years) 

 Good beginning Bad ending 

Saul of Benjamin 

1 Samuel 9:1 – 31:13 

  

 

 

 

David of Judah 

1 Samuel 16:1 – 1 Kings 2:12 

 

 

 

 

 

Solomon, son of David 

1 Kings 1:1 – 11:43 

 

 

 

 

God's covenant of eternal kingship (2 Samuel 7) 

The pattern and standard for all future kings (leading = shepherding): 

•    (vv11-15)  

•    (v9) 

•    (v8) 

Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 

established forever. 2 Samuel 7:16 

Q. How does Jesus fulfil the patterns and promises revealed in this period? 

 

 


