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2.5 Experiencing the Grace of God 

Bettina Collins 

Introduction 

During a British conference on comparative religions, experts from around the world debated what, 
if any, belief was unique to the Christian faith.  They began eliminating possibilities.  Incarnation?  
Resurrection? No – other religions had accounts of these.  The debate went on for some time until 
C.S. Lewis wandered into the room.  “What’s the rumpus about?” he asked, and heard in reply that 
his colleagues were discussing Christianity’s unique contribution among world religions.  Lewis 
responded, “Oh, that’s easy.  It’s grace.” (from What’s So Amazing About Grace, p.45). 

Learning goals  

1. To articulate a definition and understanding of Grace. 

2. To understand the problem with Grace. 

3. To understand the fullness of Grace in our lives today. 

1. A Definition of Grace 

What is Grace?  

  

What the Bible says about Grace.  What do these verses tell us about grace?   

  

• Romans 3:22-26:   

• Romans 5:15-17:   

• Romans 6:11-14:  

• Romans 11:5-7:   

• Ephesians 2:4-10:  

• Titus 2:11-14:  
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• 2 Timothy 1:9-10:  

• Galatians 2:19-21:  

• Acts 15:8-11:  

• 1 Peter 1:10-13:   

2. Comments on Grace 

 

a) Forgiveness 

 

b) It is Free and Unearned 

 

c) In Christ 

 

d) Love 

 

e) Grace:  A story of love 

 

 

 

Reflection:  What is your story of grace?  
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3. The Problem with Grace - (what makes it hard for us to 
receive grace?) 

Discuss – What is going on in each of these statements?  What might you say 
to each of the following: 

• A Christian who finds themselves enslaved to fear of God’s disapproval. 

 

• Someone who asks “how do I know I really am a child of God?” 

 

• Someone who says “God’s done everything for me, so now I must do everything for him. 

 

• A Christian who says, “I know Jesus loves me, I just don’t feel it.” 

 

• “Now I’m forgiven, I can do what I want and just ask for more grace.” 

 

4. How do we seek God for grace?  

James 4:5-6a – Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has 
caused to dwell in us?  But he gives us more grace. 

The many facets of Grace 

• Common grace 

 

• Special grace 

 

 



 

Track 2 – Blessing: Intimacy with God  4 

 

• Justification, Sanctification, Glorification 

 

Putting ourselves in the path of God 

 

And so it is, in a limited sense, for the Christian with the ongoing grace of God. His 
grace is essential for our spiritual lives, but we don’t control the supply. We can’t 

make the grace flow, but God has given us circuits to connect and pipes to open….his 
regular channels. And we can routinely avail ourselves of these revealed paths of 

blessing, or neglect them to our detriment. 

“The essence of the Christian life,” says one seasoned saint, “is learning to fight for joy 
in a way that does not replace grace.” We cannot earn God’s grace or make it flow 

apart from his free gift. But we can position ourselves to go on getting should he keep 
giving. We can “fight to walk in the paths where he has promised his blessings”. We 

can ready ourselves for receiving along his regular route sometimes called “the 
spiritual disciplines.” (Davie Mathis, DesiringGod.org) 

 

Know your Identity in Christ 

 

Live out your identity in Christ 

 

Enjoying God 

 

Perspective 
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For Reflection  

• The Bible says that Christians are royal children of God rather than slaves.  How do you feel 

about having this status given to you? 

 

• What might be some ways you ‘leak’ grace? 

 

• What does grace look like in your life?  

 

• What does a grace-filled church look like? 

 

For Reflection This Week: 

• The Bible (Gal 3-4) says that Christians are royal children of God rather than slaves.  How do 

you feel about having this status given to you? 

 

• In what ways can we extend grace to others?  This week, surprise someone in your life with 

an unexpected act of grace.  Do something that may even be uncharacteristic of you. 

 

• This week think about the things you do that may be done to win God’s, or the church’s, 

approval.  Don’t immediately stop doing them, but begin praying about your motives and ask 

for God’s help in gaining his perspective on how you should live. 

 

• What are some ways you can place yourself in the path of God’s grace this week? 


