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4.5-6 Discipling Not-Yet Christians



4.6-7 Discipling Not-Yet 

Christians

Learning Outcomes: 

1. To help us to grow a heart and understanding of how to invest intentionally in 
those who are not yet Christians living, working and doing life in our spheres of 

influence.
2. To interact intentionally about how we help our friends to move forward in the 

light of where they are at. 
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4.5 EVERYDAY DISCIPLING...

…FOR ORDINARY PEOPLE



GROWING TO MATURITY



Spiritual 
Young 
Adults

Spiritually 
Unborn

Spiritual 
Infants

Spiritual 
Parents

SPIRITUAL PATHWAY
THE JOURNEY OF MATURITY

FOUR KEY STAGES:



Suspicion or distrust

Unbelief and confusion

Rebellion and stubbornness

Curiosity and openness 

Characteristics of Language & Behaviour

Spiritual 
Young 
Adults

Spiritually 
Unborn

Spiritual 
Infants

Spiritual 
Parents

Ignorance & Confusion 

Dependence 

Self-centredness 

Low view of self

Zealous & Idealistic

Action/service orientation

Beginnings of God-centeredness

Beginnings of other-centeredness

Starting become more mission-minded

Dependence shifting to inter-dependence

Increasingly reproducibility

Self-feeding

More mission-minded

Team-minded (unity matters)

Dependability

More prepared to ask for help
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SPHERE OF INFLUENCE/SERVICE…

“We, however, will not boast beyond 
proper limits, but will confine our 

boasting to the sphere of service God 
himself has assigned to us, a sphere 

that also includes you.” 

2 Corinthians 10:13, NIV

NB: The ESV has “area of influence God 
assigned to us” and the NLT has “the 
boundaries of the work God has given 

us”



2. DISCIPLESHIP & EVANGELISM



DISCIPLESHIP & EVANGELISM

EVANGELISM

DISCIPLESHIP

1st

DECISION

Timeline #2

EVANGELISM DISCIPLESHIP

DECISION
Timeline #1
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“Our goal is not simply to 
get people to make 

decisions for Jesus; our 
goal is to make disciples of 

Jesus” 

Derek Vreeland, Getting Serious 
about following Jesus

DISCIPLESHIP & EVANGELISM



JESUS & THE DISCIPLES – MARK 8:22-33

Jesus asks two questions: “Can you see anything 

now” (v23) and “Who do people say I am” (v27): 

• What is the significance of these questions?

• How much do you think Peter understood at this point (see 

also v34-38 & Acts 2:22-24, 36)?

• Why does Mark record these incidents together?

• What does this mean for our disciple-making? 



THE STAGES OF 

DISCIPLE-MAKING

Bobby Harrington @ Discipleship.org

“Come & See”

(John 1:39–4:46)

“Come &  
Follow Me” 

(Matt 4:19; Mark 

1:16–18)

“Come and 
Be with Me” 

(Mark 3:13-14; 
Luke 6:12–16)

“Come Take 
Up Your 
Cross”

(Mark 8:27–38; 
Matt 16:13–27)

“Go & Make 
Disciples” 

(Matt 28:18-20; 
John 20:21;

Mark 16:15–16)



discuss
Look up the following and answer the following: 

1. What word would describe the approach described in the 
principled and modelled in the example?

2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each approach? 

APPROACHES TO DISCIPLING 

1. Principle: 1 Cor 9:19-23, E.g. Jesus in John 1:1-18

2. Principle: 2 Tim 4:1-2, e.g. Philip in Acts 8:26-40

3. Principle: 2 Cor 10:5, e.g. Paul in Acts 17:16-34

4. Principle: 1 John 1:3, e.g. The Blind Man in John 9:24-34

5. Principle: 1 Thess 2:8, e.g. Matthew in Luke 5:27-32

6. Principle: John 1:41-42, e.g. The Samaritan Woman in John 4:27-42

7. Principle: Matthew 5:16, e.g. Tabitha in Acts 9:36



discussAPPROACHES TO DISCIPLING

1: JESUS IN JOHN 1:1-18

The Approach: Incarnational

Example: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” 
v14)

Strengths: Highly relational

Weaknesses: Compromise

“I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means 

I might save some.” 1 Corinthians 9:22b



discussAPPROACHES TO DISCIPLING

2: PHILIP IN ACTS 8:26-40

The Approach: Spirit-led / direct / Seizing the moment 

Example: “Do you know what you are reading” (v30). The man responds 
saying “How can I unless someone explains to me” (v31). 

Strengths: Doesn’t get better than this

Weaknesses: Need to know our Bibles

“…I give you this charge: preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; 

correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.” 

2 Timothy 4:1b-2



discussAPPROACHES TO DISCIPLING

3: PAUL IN ACTS 17:16-34

The Approach: Intellectual/ Logical / Debating

Example: Paul’s logical, reasoned arguments to the Cultured pagans in 
Athens

Strengths: Important step for intellectually minded people.

Weaknesses: But can lead to arguments

“We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought 

to make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:5



discussAPPROACHES TO DISCIPLING

4: THE BLIND MAN IN JOHN 9:24-34

The Approach: Testimonial / Story Telling

Example: “One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see.” John 9:25

Strengths: Great for storytellers who communicate in down to earth 
manner

Weaknesses: Failing to listen well or challenge others to apply to their 
own life

“We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have 

fellowship with us.” 1 John 1:3a



discussAPPROACHES TO DISCIPLING

5: MATTHEW IN LUKE 5:27-32

The Approach: Interpersonal / Relational

Example: Bringing Jesus to meet his friends over the dinner table

Strengths: Very relationally focused

Weaknesses: Failing to speak truth into their lives

“Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the 

gospel of God but our lives as well.” 1 Thessalonians 2:8b



discussAPPROACHES TO DISCIPLING

6: SAMARITAN WOMAN IN JOHN 4:27-42

The Approach: Invitational / Bring people with you

Example: ‘Come, see a man who told me everything I’ve ever done. 
Could this be the Messiah?’ John 4:29

Strengths: Great for inclusive & hospitable people who love to bring 
people into their lives

Weaknesses: Allowing others to do all the talking

“The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon & tell him, ‘We have found 

the Messiah’ (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus.” John 1:41-42a



discussAPPROACHES TO DISCIPLING

7: TABITHA IN ACTS 9:36

The Approach: Service

Example: Known widely for serving others

Strengths: Serving others can be very meaningful

Weaknesses: People also need to hear the gospel (Romans 10:14)

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16



think
APPROACHES TO DISCIPLING 
1. Paul/Jesus’ Incarnational Approach

2. Philip’s Spirit Led/Direct Approach

3. Paul’s Intellectual Approach

4. The Blind Man’s Testimonial Approach 

5. Matthew’s Relational Approach 

6. Samaritan Woman’s Invitational Approach 

7. Tabitha’s Service Approach

“The most contagious Christians are those who’ve learned to work within the design God has 
given them. They identify approaches that work for them, and then they develop and deploy 

them to advance the Kingdom.” Bill Hybels, Contagious Christianity

- Which fit best with how 

God has made you?

- How have you seen them 

working in practice?



LIVING IT OUT   PROF. BETH PETERSON, MICHIGAN USA
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4.6 TAILOR–MADE 

DISCIPLING

A POST-MODERN PATH TO FAITH



“The growth of the plant may be mysterious, but it 
still follows nature. It is organic, and this means 

that for the seed to become a ripe plant, it will grow 
in a certain way. 

This was the lesson our friends were teaching us. 
Each individual path to faith was a unique mystery, 

but their collective paths to faith had surprising 
similarities.” p.22

A POSTMODERN PATH TO FAITH
MYSTERIOUS & ORGANIC



1. Trusting a Christian Christians are OK

2. Becoming Curious Jesus is interesting

3. Opening up to Change Jesus could be for me

4. Seeking after God Jesus is worth taking 

seriously

5. Entering the Kingdom I’ll turn to Jesus

6. Growing in the Kingdom Help me to live for Jesus

A POSTMODERN PATH TO FAITH
THE FIVE THRESHOLDS



“The great news is that the better we listen, the better 
we can serve those on the journey.” p.26

“Knowing where someone is on this postmodern path 
of faith can help us empathise with them. It can soothe 
our frustration as we realise how insurmountable that 
next step may appear to them. And it allows us to ask 
another, wonderful question: ‘How can I enter in to the 

mystery of this stage of their growth’.” p.27 

A POSTMODERN PATH TO FAITH
HOW THE THRESHOLDS CAN HELP US



discussA POSTMODERN PATH TO FAITH
(1) TRUSTING A CHRISTIAN

1. What are the characteristics of this threshold (what is 
trust) and why is it so important?

2. How can we build trust in our relationships and what do 
we have to overcome in order to do so?

3. Can you give examples of people of times when you 
have helped build trust with others?



Summary from Crowne & Muir, 

The Art of Connecting

• Relationships not teaching

• Friendship not evangelist

• Listening not preaching

• Asking questions not giving answers

• Sharing not dictating

• Honesty not perfection

• More about what we do that what we say

• Messenger not message – at this stage

• God’s timing not our own agendas

• More about life than words

A POSTMODERN PATH TO FAITH
RELATIONSHIPS OF TRUST
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discussA POSTMODERN PATH TO FAITH
(2&3) CURIOSITY + OPEN TO CHANGE 

1. What are the characteristics of these thresholds and how
might we distinguish between them?

2. In what ways might we encourage curiosity about Jesus
amongst our friends?

3. What might be the implications of understanding where our
friends are at (e.g. how we relate to them or the kinds of
things that we might invite them to)?

4. Can you give examples of people you have helped at this
stage?



discussA POSTMODERN PATH TO FAITH
(4+5) SEEKING GOD & ENTERING KINGDOM

1. What are the characteristics of these two thresholds? 

2. What kinds of things do you think would be helpful to 
people in order to take steps to cross them?

3. Can you give examples of people that you have helped at 
this stage?



thinkREFLECTION

1. To what extent does the book ring true for you in your 
own experience (personally or in helping others)?

2. In what ways has this book study been helpful for you in 
thinking about how to help others?

3. What questions are you left with as you seek to put this 
into practice?

4. Where are your 5 people at in terms of the thresholds and 
what steps could you take to move forwards?



1 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to 

you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I 

proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to 

know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and 

trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise 

and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s 

power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, 

but on God’s power.

2 Corinthians 2:1-5

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL
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discuss
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