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1.9. Bible Overview 4 – Exile to Intertestamental Period 
Tony Watkins 

Introduction 

The Babylonian conquest brought an end to the kingdom of Judah. From that point on there was no 
king descended from David, and Judah became only a province of a succession of large empires. 
Many people were exiled, but after 70 years they were allowed to start returning home. Jerusalem 
and the temple were rebuilt, but nothing was like it had been. There was a long wait before the 
prophetic promises of a messiah would be fulfilled. 

Learning goals  

1. To gain a basic knowledge of the history of God’s people between c. 600 BC and the NT era. 

2. To understand the reasons for the exile, and the effect it had on the people. 

3. To recognise why the hope of a messiah became so important. 

The Babylonian Conquest of Judah 

609 BC Battle of Megiddo Josiah killed; Jehoiakim put on throne by Egyptian Pharaoh 
Necho II 

605 Battle of Carchemish Jehoiakim switched support to Babylon, then back to Egypt 
in 602 

601 Babylon attacks Egypt Nebuchadnezzar attacks Jehoiakim; deports him (for a short 
time?) to Babylon 

598–597 

(3 months) 

1st siege of Jerusalem Jehoiakim dies; Jehoiachin king for 3 months; Jerusalem 
defeated; Jehoiachin and elite exiled; Mattaniah put on 
throne as Zedekiah 

588–587 
(2 yrs) 

2nd siege of Jerusalem Zedekiah escapes but captured & blinded; city and temple 
destroyed; more exiles; Judah becomes Babylonian 
province Yehud 
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Why did the exile happen? 

• Deuteronomy 29:16 – 30:10 

• 2 Chronicles 36:11–21 

 

Exilic prophets 

• Jeremiah – from time of Josiah to after the destruction of Jerusalem; taken to Egypt by 

refugees from Judah 

• Ezekiel – taken into exile in Babylon (597 BC); lived with the exilic community 

• Daniel – taken into exile in Babylon (605 BC); trained for service in the Babylonian 

administration and continued into the beginning of the Persian era 

• Obadiah? – impossible to date as contains no clear historical references, but sometime during 

the exile (compare with Psalm 137) 

• Joel? – impossible to date as contains no clear historical references; possibly from during the 

exile, but it could be from earlier. 

The experience of exile 

Exile was not simply displacement from the land, but it was the experience of the end 
of  creation, the exhaustion of salvation history, the demise of king, temple, city, land 

 and all those supports which gave structure and meaning to life. 
Walter Brueggemann, ‘Weariness, Exile, and Chaos’ 

 

• Lamentations 5 

• Psalm 137 
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God’s presence with the exiles 

• Ezekiel 1; 11:14–17 

• Jeremiah 29:1–14 

 

Return from exile 

• Jeremiah 25:1–14 

• Daniel 9:1–19 

 

Proclamation of Cyrus (538 BC) 

• 2 Chronicles 36:22–23 

• Ezra 1 

 

Rebuilding  

First exiles return in 538–535 BC under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua. Temple rebuilt 
between 537 and 516 BC; walls not rebuilt until 445 BC 

• Ezra 

• Haggai 

• Nehemiah 
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Post-exilic prophets 

• Haggai (August – December 520 BC) 

• Zechariah (520– ? BC) 

• Malachi  (approx. 450 BC – contemporary with Ezra and Nehemiah) 

Ongoing exile 

• Daniel 7–8, 10–12 

• Esther – Persia (during the reign of Ahasuerus, 485–464 BC)  

Second Temple Period (516 BC – AD 70) 

Persian Empire (Achaemenid Empire): 539– 332 BC 

 

Hellenistic Period (332–110 BC) 

• Greek Empire: 332–305 BC 

• Ptolomaic Kingdom: 305–200 BC 

• Seleucid Empire: 200–167 BC 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes: 175–164 BC 

• Maccabean Revolt: 167–141 BC 

• Hasmonean Dynasty: 140–37 BC 

Hasmonean kingdom (110–63 BC) 

 

Roman Empire: 63 BC – AD 390 
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