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3.9-10 Challenges to the Gospel 3: Identity and Sexuality 
Jonathan Berry 

Introduction 

One of the greatest challenges to the gospel today is the claim that orthodox Christian teaching on 
sexual relationships and gender identity is oppressive, and that the church is unwelcoming to those 
who identify as LGBTQ+ . This has led to a growing number of Christian denominations and churches 
departing from orthodox teaching on sexuality and gender to preach a so-called ‘inclusive gospel.’ In 
this double session, we’ll explore how the authentic gospel handed down from the Apostles is already 
fully inclusive and is good news for all people, whatever their sexuality or gender. 

Learning goals  

1. To reinforce orthodox biblical teaching on sexuality as being good for human flourishing 

2. To see how the authentic gospel is already fully inclusive and good news for LGBTQ+ people 

3. To equip us to share our faith with those who find the gospel offensive to LGBTQ+ people 

Did God really say …? 

Now the snake was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the garden?” 

(Genesis 3:1 NIV) 
 

1. Everyone is made in God’s likeness (Genesis 1-2) 
 
 
• God creates and rules the world 

 

 

• God creates and rules mankind 

 

 

• God creates and rules marriage 
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2. The image of God is marred in everyone (Genesis 3) 

 

• Original temptation was to become rule-makers 

 

 

• Satan’s tactics have not changed 

 

 

• Same-sex temptations and gender dysphoria find their roots in the fall 

 

3. The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes 

 

• God’s judgement reveals signs of grace 

 

 

• The authentic gospel is the only true hope for LGBTQ+ people 

 

 

• Same-sex temptations and gender dysphoria won’t be fully resolved in this world 

 

 

 

Some further resources and reading: - 

 

Living Out livingout.org – stories and articles from Christians who experience same-sex temptations 

True Freedom Trust truefreedomtrust.co.uk – pastoral support, conferences, and events for Christians 

A War of Loves, by David Bennett (Zondervan) – The unexpected story of a gay activist discovering Jesus 

God and the Transgender Debate, by Andrew T. Walker (Good Book Company) 

Satisfaction Guaranteed: A future and a hope for same-sex attracted Christians, Jonathan Berry (IVP) 

https://www.livingout.org/
https://www.truefreedomtrust.co.uk/

